
INTRODUCTION 
TO GOAL 1



SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF 
HEALTH

Alejandra Valencia

Director, Oral Health Forum

Heartland Alliance Health



Rural Communities

Extreme Poverty Community Violence





SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF 
HEALTH (SDOH)

“SDOH are the conditions in which 
people are born, grow, work, live, 
and age, and the wider set of 
forces and systems shaping the 
conditions of daily life.“

https://www.who.int/social_determinants/en/







ILLINOIS ORAL HEALTH PLAN IV

Eliminating Inequities in Oral Health
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WHAT CAN WE DO 
ABOUT THIS?

Goal 1: Improve oral 
health status and self-
care practices by 
addressing social 
determinants of health 
and promoting 
population-based 
health interventions.



INTRODUCTION 
TO GOAL 2



SCOTT L. TOMAR, 
DMD, MPH, DrPH

ASSOCIATE DEAN  
FOR PREVENTION 

AND PUBLIC 
HEALTH SCIENCES 

UIC COLLEGE OF 
DENTISTRY



DENTISTS PER 100,000 POPULATION BY STATE, 2020
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https://www.ada.org/en/science-research/health-policy-institute/data-center/supply-and-
profile-of-dentists

Illinois:  8,657 dentists in practice

https://www.ada.org/en/science-research/health-policy-institute/data-center/supply-and-profile-of-dentists


DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREAS (DHPSA)

As of January 1, 2021:

• 212 Dental Health Professional 
Shortage Area designations (#7 in US)

• 75 of 102 counties have a DHPSA

• 2.3 million Illinoisans (18%) live in 
DHPSA 

• 35% of need met

• 381 practitioners needed to remove 
DHPSA designation

https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-
workforce/shortage-areas

https://data.hrsa.gov/topics/health-workforce/shortage-areas


EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT VISITS FOR 
NON-TRAUMATIC DENTAL CONDITIONS

ILLINOIS, 2016-2018



DENTIST PARTICIPATION IN MEDICAID OR CHIP
BY STATE, 2019

Illinois
28.8%

Nation
43%

https://www.ada.org/~/media/ADA/Science%20and%20Research/HPI/Files/HPIGraphic_0820_1.pdf?la=en

https://www.ada.org/%7E/media/ADA/Science%20and%20Research/HPI/Files/HPIGraphic_0820_1.pdf?la=en


PERCENTAGE OF MEDICAID-ELIGIBLE CHILDREN AGE 
1-20 WHO RECEIVED ANY DENTAL SERVICE, FY2019

IL
47.4%

US
52.3%
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Data from form CMS-416.  www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/benefits/epsdt/index.html

http://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/benefits/epsdt/index.html


AFRICAN AMERICAN AND LATINX COMMUNITIES
ARE UNDERREPRESENTED IN DENTAL EDUCATION



http://www.oralhealthworkforce.org/resources/variation-in-dental-hygiene-scope-of-practice-by-state/

http://www.oralhealthworkforce.org/resources/variation-in-dental-hygiene-scope-of-practice-by-state/


PERCENTAGE OF 3RD GRADE STUDENTS 
WITH UNTREATED CAVITIES

Illinois (2018-2019): 22.2%



WHAT CAN WE DO 
ABOUT THIS?

Goal 2: Align 
infrastructure and 
workforce systems 
to promote timely 
and equitable access 
to oral health care



INTRODUCTION 
TO GOAL 3



LISA KEARNEY

CLINICAL 
DIRECTOR OF 
ORAL HEALTH

ERIE FAMILY 
HEALTH CENTERS



MY JOURNEY

May 2003

Graduated Dental School

September 2003 – March 2007

Private Practice

March  2007 to Present

Erie Family Health Centers



EARLY CHILDHOOD CARIES
AKA “BABY BOTTLE DECAY”



RACIAL/ETHNIC 
INEQUITIES IN 
PRESENCE OF 

DENTAL SEALANTS, 
TREATMENT NEED, 
RAMPANT CARIES 
(SEVERITY) AND 
IMMEDIACY OF 

NEED

49.0%

29.5%

8.0%

4.5%

49.2%

21.4%

5.5%
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54.0%
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ERIE  FAMILY HEALTH CENTERS DEL IVERS CULTURALLY 
SENSITIVE HEALTH CARE TO 75 ,000 MEDICAL PATIENTS 

AND 12 ,500 DENTAL PATIENTS .



ERIE’S LOCATIONS

Erie Family Health Centers 
(EFHC) is a federally 
qualified health center in 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Erie provides comprehensive 
care at 13 sites.



WHO WE SERVE…

• 300,000+ patient visits/year 
• 71% Latino/Hispanic  
~half best served in Spanish

• 12% African-American
• 10% Caucasian-American
• 4% Asian-American 
• 3% Other

• Nearly 90% have household incomes
below 200% of the federal poverty line

• About 1 in 3 are uninsured

• Approximately half are younger than 
18 years old 

Anyone can receive healthcare from 
Erie regardless of age, where they 
live, or their insurance status. 



PERCENTAGE OF MEDICAID MEMBERS UNDER THE AGE OF 
21 WHO RECEIVED ANY DENTAL SERVICES FROM 2010 –

2019 (HFS) .



IMPACT 
OF 

COVID19 
ON 

DENTAL 
SERVICES



SARA NAURECKAS, MD
MEDICAL DIRECTOR –

CHILD AND ADOLESCENT 
MEDICINE

ERIE FAMILY HEALTH 
CENTERS

“My most important goals for Erie 
kids during this pandemic are that 
they come through it:

• *Vaccinated

• *With their emotional/mental 
health in the best place it can be

• *With teeth”



PERCENTAGE OF MEDICAID MEMBERS LESS  THAN 6 YEARS 
OF AGE WHO RECEIVED ORAL HEALTH SERVICES 
PROVIDED BY A NON-DENTIST S INCE 2010 (HFS) .
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GOAL 3 :

INTEGRATE AND 
EXPAND HEALTH 
PROMOTION, 
PRIMARY 
PREVENTION 
AND ASSURANCE 
OF APPROPRIATE 
CARE



INTRODUCTION 
TO GOALS 4 & 5



MONA VAN 
KANEGAN, 

DDS, MS , MPH, F ICD

CHIEF, DIV IS ION OF 
ORAL HEALTH

ILL INOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH



1-4. Illinois’ Oral Health Director
(collaborative partner with a focus on oral health)

1-3. Oral Health Forum (co-founder) 
(100% OH data/systems focus)

1-2. Clinical Oral Health Director 
(adults HIV/AIDS, homeless, seniors, low-income, uninsured,

teens)

1. FQHC Clinical Provider
(adults HIV/AIDS, homeless, seniors, low-income, uninsured,

teens)



PRESENCE OF DENTAL SEALANT 
VARIES BY WHERE A CHILD LIVES



2016-2018 HOSPITAL DISCHARGE DATA. 
HTTP://WWW.HEALTHCAREREPORTCARD.ILLIN

OIS.GOV/MAPS

http://www.healthcarereportcard.illinois.gov/maps


DIVISION OF ORAL HEALTH



IMPORTANCE OF 
SURVEILLANCE/DATA SYSTEMS

• To monitor, measure the burden of oral diseases, including 
changes in related factors.

• To identify populations at high-risk and the identification of 
emerging oral health concerns.

• To provide a guide for the planning, implementation, and 
evaluation of programs to prevent and control oral disease.

• To provide information to assist with public policy 
development.

• To provide information that help prioritize the allocation of 
health resources.

• To provide information for action.





GOAL 4 (SURVEILLANCE/DATA SYSTEM)
GOAL 5 (ORAL HEALTH PLAN)

• We need a meaningful standardized collection of data that is 
available for use to focus our work and change the trajectory 
of oral health access and disease burden. 

• It is my strong opinion that Illinois’ oral health surveillance 
system is an essential element in building the infrastructure 
for the improvement plan for oral health in our state. 



WHAT CAN WE DO 
ABOUT THIS?

• Goal 4: Implement and 
share a surveillance 
system that measures 
key indicators of oral 
health 

• Goal 5: Identify key 
indicators of oral health 
and share information 
with stakeholders to 
track progress through 
IOHP IV communication 
updates
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