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Planning for the Pediatric Bivalent 
COVID-19 Booster Rollout

September 29, 2022
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On Todayôs Call

Illinois Department of Public Health

Chicago Department of Public Health

ICAAP/I-VAC: Dr. Christina Wells

Administration of bivalent boosters to children 5 -11 years old cannot begin until after FDA EUA is 
issued AND a CDC recommendation is granted. 

All information is subject to change.
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What is a Bivalent COVID-19 Vaccine?

From Moderna: Bivalent vaccines are designed to protect against two strains of a virus providing 
greater protection against variants compared to the original Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine.

From Pfizer: The Omicron BA.4/BA.5-adapted bivalent vaccine contains mRNA encoding the 
wild-type spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 in the Original Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine, and 
mRNA encoding the spike protein of the Omicron BA.4/BA.5 subvariants. Apart from the addition 
of the mRNA sequence of the BA.4/BA.5 spike protein, all other components of the vaccine 
remain unchanged.
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Pediatric Bivalent COVID-19 Boosters
If authorized by FDA, CDC anticipates a recommendation for bivalent 
COVID-19 vaccine as a booster for pediatric age groups in early to 
mid-October.

ACIP meetings scheduled for: October 19-20

Ages and products:
Pfizer-BioNTech: for children 5-11 years 
Moderna: for children 6-17 years

UPDATED: September 20, 2022: CDC Fall Vaccination Operational Planning Guide
Information for the Fall Vaccine Campaign, Including Upcoming Pediatric Bivalent COVID-19 Vaccine as Boosters for Children 
Aged 5-11 Years 

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20220923005307/en/
https://twitter.com/moderna_tx/status/1573281027132358658
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/CDC-Fall-Vaccination-Operational-Planning-Guide.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/CDC-Fall-Vaccination-Operational-Planning-Guide.pdf
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Anticipated Guidance 

Pediatric bivalent COVID-19 vaccines will be:
A single booster dose in children who have completed a primary vaccination 
series at a minimum interval after their last COVID-19 dose.

It is expected that heterologous (mix -and-match) bivalent vaccines 
will be authorized, e.g.:

Children who completed a primary series of Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine would be 
able to receive a bivalent Moderna vaccine (or vice versa). 
Adolescents 12-17 years old will have the option of receiving either Moderna or 
Pfizer bivalent vaccine.

UPDATED: September 20, 2022: CDC Fall Vaccination Operational Planning Guide
Information for the Fall Vaccine Campaign, Including Upcoming Pediatric Bivalent COVID-19 Vaccine as Boosters for Children 
Aged 5-11 Years 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/CDC-Fall-Vaccination-Operational-Planning-Guide.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/CDC-Fall-Vaccination-Operational-Planning-Guide.pdf
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Anticipated Guidance 
Monovalent mRNA COVID-19 vaccines would NO LONGER be 
authorized for use as boosters in children 5 years and older.
No changes to primary vaccine products.
No changes to the schedule for 6 months to 4 years-old.

UPDATED: September 20, 2022: CDC Fall Vaccination Operational Planning Guide
Information for the Fall Vaccine Campaign, Including Upcoming Pediatric Bivalent COVID-19 Vaccine as Boosters for Children 
Aged 5-11 Years 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/CDC-Fall-Vaccination-Operational-Planning-Guide.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/CDC-Fall-Vaccination-Operational-Planning-Guide.pdf
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*Pending 
Authorization*
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Storage & Handling Pfizer *Pending Authorization*
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*Pending 
Authorization*
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Ordering Information 

Pfizer Pfizer* Moderna*

Formulation Bivalent Booster 5 -11 Bivalent Booster 12+ Bivalent Booster 6+

# vials per tray 10 10 10
# doses per tray 100 60 50

Minimum order quantity 1 tray 
(100 doses)

5 trays 
(300 doses)

2 trays 
(100 doses)

Delivery time ~1 week

Ancillary supplies will be provided for bivalent products, including a variety of 1 -inch and 1.5-inch needles and syringes. *Opt-out is 
available for Pfizer 12+ bivalent and Moderna ¥NOT for 5-11 bivalent.

*Pending Authorization*
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Ancillary Kits
Bivalent Moderna COVID-19 vaccines for children aged 6-11 years, if 
authorized.

2 ancillary kits per minimum dose order will be sent to accommodate double 
the number of doses provided in each vial. 

Upon Moderna authorization, providers will need to specify pediatric 
intent within their vaccine order process to receive the appropriate 
ancillary kit.
An ancillary opt-out continues to be available for all non-diluent kits . 
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Ordering

IDPH
Pre-ordering is open now in I-CARE for Pfizer COVID-19 Bivalent 

for ages 5-11 years. 
Ordering for Moderna COVID-19 bivalent for ages 6-17 years will 

occur post -EUA. 



13

Ordering

CDPH
Reach out to COVID19vaccine@cityofchicago.org

mailto:COVID19vaccine@cityofchicago.org
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! *Example: 

Pending 
Authorization*

Pfizer


