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MEMORANDUM

TO: Local Health Department Administrators
Vaccine Providers, Medical Directors, and Vaccine Coordinators
FROM: IDPH Immunization Section
DATE: November 22, 2023
RE: Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) Vaccines Inadvertently Administered to Infants

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has received several reports of vaccine providers
who have inadvertently administered RSV vaccines (Arexvy or Abrysvo) to infants, rather than giving
them the RSV monoclonal antibody product recommended for infants. The recommended immunizing
product (RSV monoclonal antibody) for infants is nirsevimab (trade name: Beyfortus, commercialized
by Sanofi and manufactured by AstraZeneca).

As a reminder Arexvy and Abrysvo are not approved or recommended for use in infants and young
children. These RSV vaccines have not been studied in infants and young children; therefore, vaccine
safety and effectiveness for this population are unknown.

Vaccine providers who carry both nirsevimab for use in infants and young children and RSV vaccines for
use in adults and pregnant people should be especially diligent in following vaccine administration
safety procedures to prevent errors.

REPORTING ADVERSE EVENTS

We encourage providers to promptly report vaccine administration errors to the Vaccine Adverse

Event Reporting System (VAERS). If a vaccine administration error occurs, please reach out to CDC at
NIPINFO@cdc.gov for further guidance.

RESOURCES

For more information, please refer to the following CDC resources:

Vaccine Administration
e Vaccine Administration Protocols | CDC
e Vaccine Administration: Preventing Vaccine Administration Errors (cdc.gov)
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https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eeTOY0WDAXkqLMsyuj-3DVRXMjs1WPh-utefcJCDgAByrIuvE0W0eNqkxYNXFLfyaJhI5mVOXLzYgmZ7tVhD1I15JnbjbdXIgQTlrvB1eM3d5KMUvNVzaKfVHRUGS4-0VjqYJ5wSEr871fB_xV7U3VfuROEstC-w4FThkKcwCaogdR2l6nc1UCdKKywTGiZweJv7UyZZ6Spo-1XAxWMCPwHrP71t_ZMUuR_FwQ72tq0CFvwGKODMt7I6Tzd5Lf7cvHr37fR3_Ifz0F5HppgW0T3bmYcDeKwDntbhQCb6dT8WiYVBa4CPXKTVEzhE54IhDsmNn75samYPYwx39ksvt6Fm8MB8iqisiUstCkyQ3A0yJSKQ-jTSIIWnZURVArn0MJYneBN2KO7USjrWk3nZtsujGOBhZBewdAnPzdwz8_4/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccinesafety%2Fensuringsafety%2Fmonitoring%2Fvaers%2Findex.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eeTOY0WDAXkqLMsyuj-3DVRXMjs1WPh-utefcJCDgAByrIuvE0W0eNqkxYNXFLfyaJhI5mVOXLzYgmZ7tVhD1I15JnbjbdXIgQTlrvB1eM3d5KMUvNVzaKfVHRUGS4-0VjqYJ5wSEr871fB_xV7U3VfuROEstC-w4FThkKcwCaogdR2l6nc1UCdKKywTGiZweJv7UyZZ6Spo-1XAxWMCPwHrP71t_ZMUuR_FwQ72tq0CFvwGKODMt7I6Tzd5Lf7cvHr37fR3_Ifz0F5HppgW0T3bmYcDeKwDntbhQCb6dT8WiYVBa4CPXKTVEzhE54IhDsmNn75samYPYwx39ksvt6Fm8MB8iqisiUstCkyQ3A0yJSKQ-jTSIIWnZURVArn0MJYneBN2KO7USjrWk3nZtsujGOBhZBewdAnPzdwz8_4/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccinesafety%2Fensuringsafety%2Fmonitoring%2Fvaers%2Findex.html
mailto:NIPINFO@cdc.gov
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ftVDWIjSriSTc3OwJFROW7B52htMSNyg4RbxIJYu-2twIo6UcMe0RUrb52dMrKcDYJbGPwwvh1xrKK0bEhq9UJQkeZw1aUZOnYm9gLcNvUWQjEzKP3NDaSZRU-dniDQgroJSW6eRcyEE-6L2eeFyiobBg-J7z7YAQRpyWiwtfhu-fFGWe1JTiy7kSDnyr5b0qH3RVgGtuJow8LP0_kwu9jYptglvik2fWHoRmAsNTO5glwHkbO3wPabmXAkVp7B2GhDVAs7zuJmExn5DRH6TRShuQuOsdVY0DjFSZ067S8EztSz2gjx1SEgQNqmnMjQA6RXdn4rarSi3DeuvRefhtOMzjw5-Qg1DEvNnf0ObDGyooIhz_v-diIKiNBQK9E1NTPO0SXs407wJJvZfJDfe3tBEOra-HNlmrzaYl5g8zBI/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fhcp%2Fadmin%2Fadmin-protocols.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LDBQLXoiCEl8T1hs0RgX3gm261SJgSeO_DcRKdx5Buv4laonvzIqbZYPHXJHB4yYUEOi9mgS9mKSuB3bZ1kPlLZ9nSp4irI-AmZSSM3vWhYRncOjGYX-ruA02Icqui3WLYURohCS0xxj4gK4bsQRmlQ64M2MyeBfTfPaK2F_u8JPMuBXYCH2UksbawblGFqz2T797fI4bWfwFLiJFZsJJKYXvBqjsPHeczsiQqDYXj5oLo3mBtPAkXi-3Gsul_uNuJip2tpaj_21V8popBNJuURniG8MsgbPPjsmp3e9jUvhxYvFRNdvYxyMp7uLQ-aOlYF_ukpTAt0jyVNeI1CANyplo4bG_OfdN10abekxWqc6BdQhwVtyYEuqsXL0sqdDr1BX4t-iBYYj9G-mxV3xAMGt7liPZ-f4IHt6UMkdJ8k/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fhcp%2Fadmin%2Fdownloads%2Fvaccine-administration-preventing-errors.pdf

RSV Immunizations

e RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) Immunizations | CDC

e Healthcare Providers: RSV Immunization for Children 19 Months and Younger | CDC

e Frequently Asked Questions About RSV Immunization with Monoclonal Antibody for Children
19 Months and Younger | CDC

e RSV Vaccination: What Parents Should Know | CDC

e ACIP and AAP Recommendations for Nirsevimab | Red Book Online | American Academy of
Pediatrics

e Health Alert Network: Limited Availability of Nirsevimab in the United States — Interim CDC
Recommendations to Protect Infants from RSV During the 2023-2024 Respiratory Virus Season

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION
For help, questions or feedback please contact the IDPH Immunization Section at
dph.vaccines@illinois.gov or call 217-785-1455 and select option 2.
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/public/child.html
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