
 

 

 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

  

TO:  Local Health Department Administrators  

Vaccine Providers, Medical Directors, and Vaccine Coordinators   

FROM:  IDPH Immunization Section    

DATE:   November 22, 2023 

RE:   Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) Vaccines Inadvertently Administered to Infants 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has received several reports of vaccine providers 

who have inadvertently administered RSV vaccines (Arexvy or Abrysvo) to infants, rather than giving 

them the RSV monoclonal antibody product recommended for infants. The recommended immunizing 

product (RSV monoclonal antibody) for infants is nirsevimab (trade name: Beyfortus, commercialized 

by Sanofi and manufactured by AstraZeneca).  

 

As a reminder Arexvy and Abrysvo are not approved or recommended for use in infants and young 

children. These RSV vaccines have not been studied in infants and young children; therefore, vaccine 

safety and effectiveness for this population are unknown.  

 

Vaccine providers who carry both nirsevimab for use in infants and young children and RSV vaccines for 

use in adults and pregnant people should be especially diligent in following vaccine administration 

safety procedures to prevent errors.  

 

REPORTING ADVERSE EVENTS 

We encourage providers to promptly report vaccine administration errors to the Vaccine Adverse 

Event Reporting System (VAERS). If a vaccine administration error occurs, please reach out to CDC at 

NIPINFO@cdc.gov for further guidance. 

 

RESOURCES 

For more information, please refer to the following CDC resources:  

Vaccine Administration 

• Vaccine Administration Protocols | CDC 

• Vaccine Administration: Preventing Vaccine Administration Errors (cdc.gov) 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eeTOY0WDAXkqLMsyuj-3DVRXMjs1WPh-utefcJCDgAByrIuvE0W0eNqkxYNXFLfyaJhI5mVOXLzYgmZ7tVhD1I15JnbjbdXIgQTlrvB1eM3d5KMUvNVzaKfVHRUGS4-0VjqYJ5wSEr871fB_xV7U3VfuROEstC-w4FThkKcwCaogdR2l6nc1UCdKKywTGiZweJv7UyZZ6Spo-1XAxWMCPwHrP71t_ZMUuR_FwQ72tq0CFvwGKODMt7I6Tzd5Lf7cvHr37fR3_Ifz0F5HppgW0T3bmYcDeKwDntbhQCb6dT8WiYVBa4CPXKTVEzhE54IhDsmNn75samYPYwx39ksvt6Fm8MB8iqisiUstCkyQ3A0yJSKQ-jTSIIWnZURVArn0MJYneBN2KO7USjrWk3nZtsujGOBhZBewdAnPzdwz8_4/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccinesafety%2Fensuringsafety%2Fmonitoring%2Fvaers%2Findex.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eeTOY0WDAXkqLMsyuj-3DVRXMjs1WPh-utefcJCDgAByrIuvE0W0eNqkxYNXFLfyaJhI5mVOXLzYgmZ7tVhD1I15JnbjbdXIgQTlrvB1eM3d5KMUvNVzaKfVHRUGS4-0VjqYJ5wSEr871fB_xV7U3VfuROEstC-w4FThkKcwCaogdR2l6nc1UCdKKywTGiZweJv7UyZZ6Spo-1XAxWMCPwHrP71t_ZMUuR_FwQ72tq0CFvwGKODMt7I6Tzd5Lf7cvHr37fR3_Ifz0F5HppgW0T3bmYcDeKwDntbhQCb6dT8WiYVBa4CPXKTVEzhE54IhDsmNn75samYPYwx39ksvt6Fm8MB8iqisiUstCkyQ3A0yJSKQ-jTSIIWnZURVArn0MJYneBN2KO7USjrWk3nZtsujGOBhZBewdAnPzdwz8_4/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccinesafety%2Fensuringsafety%2Fmonitoring%2Fvaers%2Findex.html
mailto:NIPINFO@cdc.gov
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ftVDWIjSriSTc3OwJFROW7B52htMSNyg4RbxIJYu-2twIo6UcMe0RUrb52dMrKcDYJbGPwwvh1xrKK0bEhq9UJQkeZw1aUZOnYm9gLcNvUWQjEzKP3NDaSZRU-dniDQgroJSW6eRcyEE-6L2eeFyiobBg-J7z7YAQRpyWiwtfhu-fFGWe1JTiy7kSDnyr5b0qH3RVgGtuJow8LP0_kwu9jYptglvik2fWHoRmAsNTO5glwHkbO3wPabmXAkVp7B2GhDVAs7zuJmExn5DRH6TRShuQuOsdVY0DjFSZ067S8EztSz2gjx1SEgQNqmnMjQA6RXdn4rarSi3DeuvRefhtOMzjw5-Qg1DEvNnf0ObDGyooIhz_v-diIKiNBQK9E1NTPO0SXs407wJJvZfJDfe3tBEOra-HNlmrzaYl5g8zBI/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fhcp%2Fadmin%2Fadmin-protocols.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1LDBQLXoiCEl8T1hs0RgX3gm261SJgSeO_DcRKdx5Buv4laonvzIqbZYPHXJHB4yYUEOi9mgS9mKSuB3bZ1kPlLZ9nSp4irI-AmZSSM3vWhYRncOjGYX-ruA02Icqui3WLYURohCS0xxj4gK4bsQRmlQ64M2MyeBfTfPaK2F_u8JPMuBXYCH2UksbawblGFqz2T797fI4bWfwFLiJFZsJJKYXvBqjsPHeczsiQqDYXj5oLo3mBtPAkXi-3Gsul_uNuJip2tpaj_21V8popBNJuURniG8MsgbPPjsmp3e9jUvhxYvFRNdvYxyMp7uLQ-aOlYF_ukpTAt0jyVNeI1CANyplo4bG_OfdN10abekxWqc6BdQhwVtyYEuqsXL0sqdDr1BX4t-iBYYj9G-mxV3xAMGt7liPZ-f4IHt6UMkdJ8k/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fhcp%2Fadmin%2Fdownloads%2Fvaccine-administration-preventing-errors.pdf
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RSV Immunizations 

• RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) Immunizations | CDC 

• Healthcare Providers: RSV Immunization for Children 19 Months and Younger | CDC 

• Frequently Asked Questions About RSV Immunization with Monoclonal Antibody for Children 

19 Months and Younger | CDC   

• RSV Vaccination: What Parents Should Know | CDC 

• ACIP and AAP Recommendations for Nirsevimab | Red Book Online | American Academy of 

Pediatrics 

• Health Alert Network: Limited Availability of Nirsevimab in the United States – Interim CDC 

Recommendations to Protect Infants from RSV During the 2023-2024 Respiratory Virus Season 

 

 

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For help, questions or feedback please contact the IDPH Immunization Section at 

dph.vaccines@illinois.gov or call 217-785-1455 and select option 2. 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1UbPgIG32r3IcsO91-dGVK80jvdeNiPuLR_6QFtEYCnGmcf5prv3nEGkpcWMhTuDzXZ-UbE5Ao1wfMq-ZmRQ9MIaX_Ic2HtlFsFhEhIPekMdknbHlBgFvOVUctqJB98_cDEK53mVjA9eUDqbLsOZyqSKQGZ-e0soExvS_Yt4_S75GbDOnP_4WWRueFtTki4M24LuNQJ_lg8FW3DB7D54JmqBweX2ka8fOEPYGw64OllCIG2uudNOWBqKObSZnoG-chEpxKSc42Zwi_L_NgvOWDAMZQR3tb8Jpe_qXAfYeK6xBd6a-TWIKeR6ZcTw2j3p9rSY9o5ukTAu5eyV1YW7prSDWVSVMdTmyEfmxPnZZ_pJ-aahJAc1KSa48i4BhA_QIvc5hk0ameu2iW9Tiyl6-zZz4ZQzbaJX70v4SoOm4Isg/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fvpd%2Frsv%2Findex.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1U5uFxuqX35fFtnfiW7IRZ1lQxio9sSXZEYGQA6yn2YxaiztfhmytGmsOOf0R4oDbNhU9ZYI3krTH_EMMs_shZzenzZeY3rEn170CsKkeNG0vLiAwtXrBeicgYueEWbLkrWAkYLsFoljWW90ExaYz9-TEZKwZRsJzmJ1KH90GlboMp5IsRWNvOoqzfqCAvr493HAZ6PejPPhWzIXkMI4t7NLQC3bV26hI7CfzWcZBcAACbZjegPqy9UGoUfaaYTe6bjYNvlLSmw_DpUSpY4v08DCBnDTk6fFolw2DdG2eSl1-LVl61mq1pz0yhSw0O-FJDfkM6tZioX_9HobZ4iFZQGgFXkGbC80-Hs8lfaSiQUPbpoe6YOb4nWInzUxYuTQiBrUwp1Z_lnCwpyFysyi6jVI1AYEpPwNEB4YbCsljCYU/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fvpd%2Frsv%2Fhcp%2Fchild.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14C_zIurgVEyBEHLqMZHEtNGC_jxhappj4y8zL3xLwHXv0ApNV0SYnP6DmWHJST07qhOMyHdw-NxsrCRFMe5mF64OTtXBS36nYNdYztZV-u-zFKPGzEUHg8Hu2_4sO-OZGHrEUmYZUxhiUSpHcs4z45uVrLXLqy9-4B6lgQRNRXwiyHh1ur5Rrdr1w3TnOfubOFthf6sldCPiCOgDcyzyGLu3n_kxuYx5mbxNqkBKxrsZZ565Zhe2P5ti36ivTd9-wuZ-aogVhTu2WaY2FEwmN2Kt39xt0vAGCjIvxDYdtXJAQIgn6K23Geq8Rerdd6Bmf6ksuyKeQzZ3u-bv2i_prIPtP0ZQL80thoSszelYLFugwhEuxQuH5eByERQy8XEzB2bYTLQxX8lzBj0krqGD74MLnWoJQtiYas5ygX1l-RU/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fvpd%2Frsv%2Fhcp%2Fchild-faqs.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14C_zIurgVEyBEHLqMZHEtNGC_jxhappj4y8zL3xLwHXv0ApNV0SYnP6DmWHJST07qhOMyHdw-NxsrCRFMe5mF64OTtXBS36nYNdYztZV-u-zFKPGzEUHg8Hu2_4sO-OZGHrEUmYZUxhiUSpHcs4z45uVrLXLqy9-4B6lgQRNRXwiyHh1ur5Rrdr1w3TnOfubOFthf6sldCPiCOgDcyzyGLu3n_kxuYx5mbxNqkBKxrsZZ565Zhe2P5ti36ivTd9-wuZ-aogVhTu2WaY2FEwmN2Kt39xt0vAGCjIvxDYdtXJAQIgn6K23Geq8Rerdd6Bmf6ksuyKeQzZ3u-bv2i_prIPtP0ZQL80thoSszelYLFugwhEuxQuH5eByERQy8XEzB2bYTLQxX8lzBj0krqGD74MLnWoJQtiYas5ygX1l-RU/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fvpd%2Frsv%2Fhcp%2Fchild-faqs.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/rsv/public/child.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1g2xvQw2UkAc20eZhy6dxem5XQBf8PIiH9HnyXtksD0Ay2HIefw2LVdgWMRXKQWIsl242dGwSveHEhVDU4-Ch88Dpn6bWwxwvclgbrr-k6O_rgCo_2XBOdNURZJ5HO6Q23vW6-aUvYxK6A-UhnSIdF7J_KpRyHfL-3EX0-zWY2MWLflHhFjjuT5s7kpCshp0__8SsgsPgFkpoDJXPyagaqxt2oo72irrbzhy0WZ2zeP_Eo2X_EA0koSLOnUKKw9yshqzMaJ__YX7AnBBJ2nqjteVFbTzR5i9-UbjNTOVicy4U-DXnwWFwubOwLRIUtgvdqTpErCTPDAfEi66tEaW9FDpesY_cWdAkeTf5QBxJrwX998EAWTyP3jULpbHx__MnXD4_gDptJgwtlqbzWnSVIBO6NQPC05dR5sg96NSrAVc/https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.aap.org%2Fredbook%2Fresources%2F25379%2FACIP-and-AAP-Recommendations-for-Nirsevimab%3Fautologincheck%3Dredirected
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1g2xvQw2UkAc20eZhy6dxem5XQBf8PIiH9HnyXtksD0Ay2HIefw2LVdgWMRXKQWIsl242dGwSveHEhVDU4-Ch88Dpn6bWwxwvclgbrr-k6O_rgCo_2XBOdNURZJ5HO6Q23vW6-aUvYxK6A-UhnSIdF7J_KpRyHfL-3EX0-zWY2MWLflHhFjjuT5s7kpCshp0__8SsgsPgFkpoDJXPyagaqxt2oo72irrbzhy0WZ2zeP_Eo2X_EA0koSLOnUKKw9yshqzMaJ__YX7AnBBJ2nqjteVFbTzR5i9-UbjNTOVicy4U-DXnwWFwubOwLRIUtgvdqTpErCTPDAfEi66tEaW9FDpesY_cWdAkeTf5QBxJrwX998EAWTyP3jULpbHx__MnXD4_gDptJgwtlqbzWnSVIBO6NQPC05dR5sg96NSrAVc/https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.aap.org%2Fredbook%2Fresources%2F25379%2FACIP-and-AAP-Recommendations-for-Nirsevimab%3Fautologincheck%3Dredirected
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1fuH0ROnzr-qm3bvSsQuUgJTPKn55eX4RL-9Hs-aje60dCZeAlumCGsr1FFrnZDC0bl5FBHj1pmTqfaf8nuHb2z8AKJTp5aLTiGdzgTAXcx-Oq0M3S-6uKQGysM5ngWmNl3hLpLt9e_qhc4UjDwpueYhzdxlZlhRiIJqe_u_G5_J42CQqiDIeQWJd4m9wZ526avkQX_s9jlzlpq6J9NC1Wwo--Em4SaWIzHrspHSpZ4vc4d65sdg_VN61b_WKRp8Q9GJp2UjVEZWffn-DaBeOl5AvArcQxqmySg2b_btpHgHoSTTjmnL0TL3FG13xmPeziRqzJr-7Rvz_I2_TIdzspQttV953V6EpNSNCxczbQotawX_RvndxbQw7kAcYQcUn27-jRPvXZecu1MChY_hsvGsmKLlpHGjpGp0t6Vk0rjg/https%3A%2F%2Femergency.cdc.gov%2Fhan%2F2023%2Fhan00499.asp
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1fuH0ROnzr-qm3bvSsQuUgJTPKn55eX4RL-9Hs-aje60dCZeAlumCGsr1FFrnZDC0bl5FBHj1pmTqfaf8nuHb2z8AKJTp5aLTiGdzgTAXcx-Oq0M3S-6uKQGysM5ngWmNl3hLpLt9e_qhc4UjDwpueYhzdxlZlhRiIJqe_u_G5_J42CQqiDIeQWJd4m9wZ526avkQX_s9jlzlpq6J9NC1Wwo--Em4SaWIzHrspHSpZ4vc4d65sdg_VN61b_WKRp8Q9GJp2UjVEZWffn-DaBeOl5AvArcQxqmySg2b_btpHgHoSTTjmnL0TL3FG13xmPeziRqzJr-7Rvz_I2_TIdzspQttV953V6EpNSNCxczbQotawX_RvndxbQw7kAcYQcUn27-jRPvXZecu1MChY_hsvGsmKLlpHGjpGp0t6Vk0rjg/https%3A%2F%2Femergency.cdc.gov%2Fhan%2F2023%2Fhan00499.asp
mailto:dph.vaccines@illinois.gov

