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Letter to School Leadership 

Dear School Leader,  

Helping children learn, attend school, socialize, and participate in activities is one of our most important 

jobs as pediatricians. Keeping children healthy and safe from disease allows all those things to happen. As 

a trusted leader in your district and community, we are asking you to encourage all students and parents/

guardians to be up to date with their routine and required vaccines. Vaccines are safe and e�ective in 

protecting individuals and populations against infectious diseases. Research shows that parents whose 

schools encouraged vaccinations are more likely to report their child has been vaccinated. 

Our state recently recovered from a measles outbreak that resulted in children being hospitalized and 

missing school. Many others had to be excluded from school for 21 days or more due to not having 

documented immunity or their MMR (measles-mumps-rubella) vaccine on file. Vaccines helped stop this 

outbreak, and are essential for preventing future outbreaks. Fewer outbreaks mean less school disruption 

and better health outcomes for your school communities.

Please ensure your schools track and enforce the state’s minimum immunization requirements. Resources 

for your school communities are available on the Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics 

(ICAAP) website here*1. Getting factual information about vaccines to students and families is more 

important now than ever.  

The nearly 2,000 pediatricians throughout Illinois that make up ICAAP are here to support you in any 

way we can. Please contact info@illinoisaap.com if you have any questions or are simply interested in 

connecting with us. Thank you. 

Sincerely,  

Michelle M. Barnes

Michelle M. Barnes, MD, FAAP   

President, Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics

Section 1: Introduction

https://illinoisaap.org/school-immunization-resources/
mailto:info@illinoisaap.com
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About This Toolkit 
This toolkit was designed to aid school and child care center leaders, including principals, superintendents, 

and school health sta�, in developing e�ective tactics for increasing vaccine confidence, maximizing 

vaccine compliance, and reducing vaccine exemptions in your school communities. This is not intended to 

replace state requirements, but to act as a supporting resource to help drive e�cient and equitable vaccine 

uptake throughout the state.  

We hope these materials will help support you in all the amazing work you do to make Illinois schools a safe 

place for learning.  

This toolkit was created in collaboration* with the Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Illinois 

Department of Public Health, Chicago Department of Public Health, Illinois State Board of Education, Illinois Association 

of School Nurses, and Chicago Public Schools. Funding for this project was made  possible by the O�ce of Disease Control, 

through the Illinois Department of Public Health.
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Timeline for Using These Materials 
This toolkit is designed in chronological order for ease of use. The best time to start informing students 

and their parents or guardians about school immunization requirements is in the spring, before a new 

school year begins. 

Throughout this toolkit, you will find resources for conducting outreach to parents and guardians; 

resources on communicating the requirements around the Certificate of Child Health Examination form, 

including targeted communication for new families, un- or under-insured families, and students behind on 

their requirements. 

You will also find information on supporting your school health sta� and building relationships with pediatric 

health care providers in your community. 

Here is an example timeline you can follow with the resources included in this toolkit: 

January–March 
(Section 1)  

Create a plan for how 

you will inform parents 

and guardians of the 

immunization requirements.

March–May 
(Section 2, Section 3)  

Start sending 

information about 

required immunizations 

and school forms.

All Year 
(Section 4, Section 10) 

Make sure all school 

sta� are familiar with 

updated vaccine data. 

Share vaccine-confident 

messages on social media 

and other school  

communication channels. 

May–August 
(Section 5, Section 6) 

Share resources with 

parents and guardians 

needing additional support 

accessing immunizations.

 

August–October 
(Section 3, Section 7) 

Identify students who have 

not yet submitted their 

Certificate of Child Health 

Examination form, send 

reminders, and communicate 

with local pediatric providers 

about schedules.

October–December 

(Section 8, Section 9)

Support your school health 

sta� in processing Certificate 

of Child Health Examination 

forms and exemptions.
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ICAAPICAAP

About the Illinois Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics

The Illinois Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, also known as ICAAP, 

is a non-partisan, nonprofi t organization made up of 2,000 pediatricians in Illinois. 

As an organization, we work to build stronger communities by improving health 

care for children in our state.

About Our Immunization Initiatives

The ICAAP Immunizations Team, in collaboration with local health departments, is 

committed to helping pediatric professionals, community leaders, school districts, 

parents and guardians, and all people who support children as they grow in driving 

better health with recommended vaccinations. Through data-driven outreach 

campaigns, welcoming and approachable language, and leading education 

opportunities, we work to build public trust in medicine, dispel misinformation, and 

ensure that every child has access to life-saving vaccines.

Why Our Work Together Matters

When children are healthy, they spend more time at school, participating in group 

activities, and building their character. This leads to healthier lifelong habits that 

contribute to a more stable career, stronger relationships with others, and sets the 

foundation for their children to become healthy adults.

Executive Committee

President

Michelle M. Barnes, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Vice President/President-Elect

Anita Chandra-Puri, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Secretary

Michele Beekman, MD, FAAP

Peoria, IL

Treasurer

Tomitra Latimer, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Immediate Past President

Margaret Scotellaro, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Members

Craig E. Batterman, MD, FAAP

Springfi eld, IL

Jennifer Kusma Saper, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Mark Minier, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Veena Ramaiah, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Zohra Moeenuddin, MD, FAAP

Peoria, IL

Anna Volerman, MD, FAAP

Chicago, IL

Academic Center/

Pediatric Department Liaison

Benjamin Van Voorhees, MD, MPH

University of Illinois at Chicago

Chicago, IL

Chief Executive Offi  cer

Jennie A. Pinkwater, MNM

M: 312/497-1669

P: 312/733-1026 X 7672

jpinkwater@illinoisaap.com

Illinois Chapter, AAP

310 S. Peoria Suite 304

Chicago, IL 60607

IllinoisAAP.org

When we work together to create 

healthy environments where children 

can thrive, we are supporting stronger, 

healthier communities for all.

Learn more about ICAAP at 

IllinoisAAP.org
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Minimum Immunization 
Requirements by Grade 
Details and information about the state code minimum immunization 

requirements set by the Illinois Department of Public Health can be 

found on IDPH’s website here*2. 

A student must submit documentation of the required immunizations to 

complete enrollment in Illinois schools and child care facilities. These 

requirements apply to both public and private schools.

Below is an overview of the requirements by grade. 

Section 2: Understanding School 
Immunization Requirements 

DTP/DTaP (Diphtheria, 

Tetanus, Pertussis)

4 doses, with 3 doses by their 1st birthday, and 1 

additional dose by the child’s 2nd birthday.

Hepatitis B (Hep B)* 3 doses, with the 3rd dose administered on or after 24 weeks of age.

Haemophilus Influenzae 

Type B (Hib)* †

3–4 doses, given at 2 months, 4 months, 6 months 

(depending on brand of vaccine), and 12–15 months. 

Pneumococcal (PCV)* † 4 doses, given at 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, and 12-15 months.

Polio (IPV) 3 doses, 2 by the child’s 1st birthday and 1 by their 2nd birthday. 

Measles, Mumps, 

Rubella (MMR) 

1 dose, on or after their 1st birthday. Earlier doses 

will not be counted for school requirements.

Varicella (Chickenpox) 1 dose, on or after their 1st birthday.

Child care and preschool programs will ask parents and caregivers to submit an immunization record, 

often from the child’s pediatrician or clinic. Exclusion rules apply when a child is not in compliance with 

immunization requirements for childcare, preschool, or early childhood programs until they are up-to-date 

on vaccinations.

Child Care Facility, Preschool, Early Childhood,  
& Pre-Kindergarten Programs

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/minimum-immunization-requirements.html
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DTP/DTaP (Diphtheria,  

Tetanus, Pertussis)

4 or more doses, the last booster must be given 

on or after the child’s 4th birthday.

Polio (IPV) 4 doses, the 4th dose must be given on or 

after the child’s 4th birthday. 

Measles, Mumps, 

Rubella (MMR)  

2 doses, the 1st dose on or after their 1st birthday and 

the 2nd dose no less than 4 weeks (28 days) later.

Varicella  

(Chickenpox) 

2 doses, the 1st dose on or after their 1st birthday and 

the 2nd dose no less than 4 weeks (28 days) later.

Kindergarten (Entry to School) 

Before beginning school, typically kindergarten or first grade, children in Illinois need to have 

documentation of having received the following vaccinations: 

Tdap (Tetanus, 

Diphtheria, Pertussis) 
1 dose, on or after their 11th birthday.

Hepatitis B (Hep B) 3 doses

Meningococcal (MCV4) 1 dose, on or after their 11th birthday.

6th Grade (Middle School) 

Once children reach 6th grade (around age 11), they must have documentation of receiving all the 

previous requirements as well as the following vaccinations: 

Meningococcal (MCV4) 1 dose on or after their 16th birthday. 

12th Grade (High School Senior) 

Students entering 12th grade (around age 16) must have documentation of receiving all the 

previous requirements as well as the following vaccination:

*  Indicates the immunization is not required for kindergarten entry.

†  The total number of doses may di�er and must be verified by a doctor if on a catch-up schedule.
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Special Notes: 

 7 Kindergarten and 6th grade are critical points for meeting vaccination requirements. 

 7  Proof of vaccinations is required to begin pre-K, kindergarten, 6th grade, 9th grade, and for any transfer 

students in Illinois. 

 7 Students without proof of vaccination shall be excluded from school until they fulfill the requirements. 

 7 Catch-up vaccination*3: If a child has missed any vaccines, they can always catch up!

 7  The vaccines help prevent serious diseases and help make communities healthier. Parents and 

caregivers should work with their child’s health care provider to ensure they are ready for school! 

 7  A great website to send families and sta� to learn more about vaccines is the 

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) website: HealthyChildren.org*4.

Recommended but  
Not Required Immunizations
Health care providers may recommend vaccines to keep students and school communities healthy during 

the school year that are not on the Certificate of Child Health Examination form. While these vaccines are not 

required for school admission, they are just as important to protecting and strengthening a child’s health from 

preventable diseases, and even some cancers. Seasonal vaccines like flu and COVID-19 also help protect the 

rest of the school community, so we highly recommend showing your support for these! 

Influenza (Flu) 1 dose, every year for everyone aged 6 months and older.

COVID-19 1 dose, every year for everyone aged 6 months and older. 

Human papillomavirus (HPV)
Recommended for everyone between ages 9 and 26, 

ideally at age 9-12 years. Depending on the timing 

of their 1st dose, they may need 2 or 3 doses. 

Hepatitis A (Hep A) Recommended as a 2 dose series, beginning at 12 months of age.

Meningococcal B (MenB) Required for some college programs.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/child-adolescent-catch-up.html
https://www.healthychildren.org/
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Vaccines for Adolescents 
Vaccine requirements for school don’t stop at kindergarten – there are requirements and 

recommendations for middle and high school aged children as well. Use this handout to help inform 

parents and guardians of adolescents of the required and recommended immunizations.  

 XHuman papillomavirus (HPV): 

At ages 9–12, children who receive the 

HPV vaccine series will only need two 

doses. If they don’t get the first dose 

until age 15, they need three doses. 

This vaccine is not required but is one 

of the only vaccines proven e ective at 

preventing certain types of cancer. 

 XInfluenza (Flu): The AAP and 

the CDC recommend the flu vaccine 

every year for everyone aged 6 months 

and older, including teens.

 XCOVID-19: The AAP and the CDC 

recommend the COVID-19 vaccine 

every year for everyone age 6 months 

and older, including teens. It is also 

safe to receive a COVID-19 vaccine 

at the same time as a flu vaccine. 

Vaccines for 
Adolescents
Vaccine requirements for school don’t 

stop at kindergarten – there are requirements 

and recommendations for middle and high school 

aged children as well. These vaccination appointments 

are a great time for teens to begin learning how to 

take the lead of their healthcare decisions and build a 

trusting relationship with medical providers

Encouraging Teens To 
Participate of Their 

Health Decisions

It is important to start getting 

teenagers involved with 

their health decisions as it 

builds their confidence and 

a sense of responsibility in 

managing their healthcare. 

Encourage your teen to 

begin actively participating 

in appointments, ask their 

doctors questions, and 

enhance their knowledge of 

the benefits of vaccines.

 X Meningococcal: At age 11 or 12, 

your teen should get their first dose of 

meningococcal vaccine. The vaccines 

protect against up to 5 bacterial strains: A, 

B, C, W and Y.  A second dose is given to 

teens who are 16 years old. This vaccine is 

required for entry into middle school and 

high school for students aged 16 and older.

 X Tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis 

booster (Tdap): At age 11 or 12, a 

slightly di erent version of a vaccine your 

child received as a baby (DTaP). A person 

receives a booster of this vaccine every 10 

years throughout their adult life, the first one 

taking place in middle school. This vaccine 

protects against whooping cough, which is 

highly contagious and on the rise in Illinois 

and around the country. This vaccine is 

required for school entry in middle school. 

Source: HealthyChildren.org 

Scan to download and 

share this handout*5 

https://oqr.me/f19re
https://oqr.me/f19re
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Review of Important School Forms  
There are many di�erent forms a parent or guardian might turn in with information on their child’s health. 

However, the Certificate of Child Health Examination form is the only one that satisfies proper school 

immunization documentation requirements. Forms for Chicago Public Schools (CPS) are available at  

cps.edu/medicalforms*6.

Certificate of Child Health Examination Form 

The Certificate of Child Health Examination Form (available in English*7 and Spanish*8) is the form health 

care providers must complete to document a child’s physical health examinations. This is a requirement 

for all public, private, and parochial schools. Health examinations must be performed within one year 

before entering school at the following intervals:  

 7 Before entering school (including nursery school, pre-K programs, etc.)  

 7 Upon transferring to Illinois from another state or country  

 7 Before the date of entering kindergarten or first grade  

 7 Before the date of entering sixth grade 

 7 Before the date of entering ninth grade 

Starting on January 1, 2024, the Certificate of Child Health Examination form includes a space for the 

health care provider to record whether proof of social-emotional and developmental screening was 

conducted. Should this part of the form not be completed, the student should not be excluded and may 

enroll in or remain in school. The form will only indicate whether a screening was conducted and will NOT 

contain the screening results. Any child health examination conducted after January 1, 2025, must be 

completed using the updated form. 

Sports Physical Form 

The Sports Physical form does NOT satisfy immunizations reporting requirements. A parent who 

only submits a Sports Physical form and not the Certificate of Child Health Examination form is not 

in compliance. 

Please note that the completed Certificate of Child Health Examination form is acceptable for a sports 

physical requirement, refer to iesa.org*9, or ihsa.org*10 for specifics. 

http://cps.edu/medicalforms
https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/child-health-exam-form-revised-01-31-2024.pdf
https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/child-health-exam-form-revised-03-2024-es.pdf
https://www.iesa.org/
https://www.ihsa.org


Im
m

u
n

iz
a

tio
n

s
 T

o
o

lk
it fo

r S
c

h
o

o
l A

d
m

in
is

tra
to

rs

12

Section 3: Deadlines, Exemptions, 
and Exclusions

Understanding Immunization Legal 
and School Code in Illinois 
In Illinois, vaccination requirements for school children are governed primarily by the Illinois School 

Code (105 ILCS 5*11) and the Illinois Administrative Code (77 Ill. Admin. Code 665*12), which set 

out the immunization and exemption requirements. Below is a breakdown of the relevant provisions 

surrounding school vaccination requirements and exemptions based on Illinois state law. 

1. School Immunization Requirements  

(77 Ill. Admin. Code 665) 

Under Section 665.230 of the Illinois 

Administrative Code, the state mandates 

specific vaccinations for children attending 

public and private schools. The key 

immunization requirements include: 

 7 Polio  

 7  Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis (DTaP) 

 7 Pneumococcal  

 7 Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)  

 7 Hepatitis B  

 7 Haemophilus influenza type b (Hib)  

 7 Varicella (Chickenpox)  

 7 Meningococcal (MCV4) 

Schools must have documentation of all 

required immunizations for each student, 

including proof of vaccinations from a licensed 

healthcare provider or documentation of a 

medical or religious exemption. Schools also 

have the right to exclude unvaccinated students 

who do not meet vaccination requirements, 

per Section 27-8.1 of the School Code. 

Note, that medical and religious exemptions 

are the only exemptions permitted in Illinois: 

Exemptions Permitted for State Childcare and 

School (Kg–Gr 12) 2023 | Immunize.org*13

2. Medical Exemption  

(23 Ill. Admin. Code 665.520) 

A medical exemption is permitted when a 

student cannot receive a required vaccination 

due to a medical condition. These exemptions 

must meet the following criteria: 

Certification by a Licensed Healthcare 

Provider: The child’s healthcare provider 

(MD, DO, PA, APRN) must provide a written 

statement specifying why the reason a vaccine 

is contraindicated for the student. For example, 

a medical exemption is granted if a vaccine 

poses a health risk due to a medical condition.

Temporary or Permanent Exemptions: 

Medical exemptions can be temporary (for 

a short duration, such as after surgery or 

illness) or permanent (if the student has a 

lifelong contraindication to a vaccine).

https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs5.asp?ActID=1005
https://www.idph.state.il.us/rulesregs/2014_Rules/77_IAC_665_8-26.pdf
https://www.immunize.org/official-guidance/state-policies/vaccine-requirements/exemptions-child-school-2024/
https://www.immunize.org/official-guidance/state-policies/vaccine-requirements/exemptions-child-school-2024/
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3. Religious Exemption  

(23 Ill. Admin. Code 665.510) 

Illinois allows religious exemptions to vaccination 

requirements.*14 Parents or guardians must 

submit a Certificate of Religious Exemption 

form, including a statement explaining how the 

vaccine conflicts with their religious beliefs. 

The form must also be signed by the child’s 

healthcare provider (MD, DO, PA, APRN). 

The Certificate of Religious Exemption 

form should be signed by the same 

clinician responsible for performing 

the health examination.

Exemptions are required for students entering 

kindergarten, sixth, or ninth grades, or upon initial 

enrollment. Schools may require the exemption 

to be submitted annually or at the start of the 

school year. The local school authority shall 

inform the parent or legal guardian of exclusion 

procedures, in accordance with the Illinois 

Department of Public Health (IDPH)’s rules under 

Part 690 of Title 77 of the Illinois Administrative 

Code, at the time the objection is presented.

Important Considerations for Religious 

Exemptions: At minimum a new exemption 

form is required with each mandated exam 

interval (PK, K, 6, 9), and upon transfer from 

an out of state school. In addition, schools may 

require that the exemption form be submitted 

at the beginning of each school year and for 

students who transfer from another Illinois 

school during a non-mandated exam interval. 

Download the Certificate of 

Religious Exemption Form*16 

ILLINOIS CERTIFICATE OF RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION

TO REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS AND/OR EXAMINATIONS FORM

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
          

         
         

         
         

         

PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN - COMPLETE THIS SECTION

Note: This form is required for all students entering kindergarten, sixth or ninth grades when parent(s) or legal guardian(s) is requesting a religious exemption on or 

after October 16, 2015.  This form also must be submitted to request religious exemption for any student enrolling to enter any public, charter, private or parochial 

preschool, kindergarten, elementary or secondary school on or after October 16, 2015.

This form may NOT

Student Name:(last, first, middle)       
be used for personal or philosophical reasons.  Illin

ois law does not allow for such exemptions.

__________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name:

__________________________________         
 

Student Date of Birth:

Month      Day     Year

____________________

Gender: M     F

School Name:

____________________________________

City:  _______________________________

Grade:  _______

Exemption requested for (mark all that apply):

 Hepatitis B   DTaP   Polio   Hib   Pneumococcal   MMR

 Varicella   Td/Tdap   Meningococcal   Health Exam  Eye Exam

 Dental Exam   Vision/Hearing Tests  Other (indicate below)

         
         

         
        _

____________________________________

Address:

__________________________________

__________________________________

Telephone Number(s):

______________________

______________________

To receive an exemption to vaccination/examination, a parent or legal guardian must provide a statement detailing the religious 

beliefs that prevent the child from receiving each required school vaccinations/examination being requested.    

In the space provided below, state each vaccination or examination exemption requested and state the religious grounds for 

each request

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

. If additional space is needed, attach additional page(s).

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Religious Exemption Notice:

No student is required to have an immunization/examination that is contrary to the religious beliefs of his/her parent or legal guardian.

However, not following vaccination recommendations may endanger the health or life of the unvaccinated student, others with whom they 

come in contact, and individuals in the community. In a disease outbreak, or after exposure to any of the diseases for which immunization 

is required, schools may exclude children who are not vaccinated in order to protect all students.

I have read the Religious Exemption Notice (above) and have provided requested information for each vaccination/examination being 

requested for religious exemption.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of parent or legal guardian (required)        
         

         
         

         
         

         
        D

ate

HEALTH CARE PROVIDER* – COMPLETE THIS SECTION         
      

Provision of information:  I have provided the parent or legal guardian of the student named above, with information regarding 1) the

required examinations, 2) the benefits of immunization, and 3) the health risks to the student and to the community from the 

communicable diseases for which immunization is required in Illinois. I understand that my signature only reflects that this 

information was provided; I am not affirming the parent or legal guardian’s religious beliefs regarding any examination, immunization or 

immunizing agent.       
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

        

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

    Health Care Provider Name:

________________________________________________         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
   

Signature of health care provider*          
         

     
       

         
         

         
         

         
 

Address:          
       

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
         

         
       

Date:  ___________ _____________      

(Must be within 1 year prior to school entry)        
__

         
         

    Telephone #: _________________________________

*Health care provider responsible for performing child’s health examination includes physicians licensed to practice medicine in all of its 

branches, advanced practice nurses, or physician assistants.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING

ILLINOIS CERTIFICATE OF RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION
TO REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS AND/OR EXAMINATIONS FORM

• Parents or legal guardians who are requesting a religious exemption to immunizations or examinations 

Who may use the Certificate of Religious Exemption to Required Immunizations and/or Examinations Form:

must

• A separate form must be used for 

use 
this form for students entering kindergarten, sixth, or ninth grades.

each child

• This form may not be used for exemptions from immunizations and/or examination for personal or philosophical 
reasons. Illinois law does not allow for such exemptions. (See excerpts below from Public Act 099-0249 enacted 
August 3, 2015 at page bottom.)

with a religious exemption enrolled to enter any public, charter, 
private or parochial preschool, kindergarten, elementary or secondary school.

When use of this form becomes required:  October 16, 2015

How to complete the Certificate of Religious Exemption to Required Immunizations and/or Examinations Form

• Complete the Parent/Guardian sections, which include key information about the student and the school the 
student will be entering, and the immunizations or examinations for which religious exemption is being requested.  
Provide a statement of religious belief(s) 

:

for each vaccination/examination requested

• The form must be signed by the child’s parent or legal guardian 

.

AND the child’s health care provider* responsible 
for performing the child’s health examination

• Submit the completed form to local school authority on or before October 15th of the school year, or by an earlier 
enrollment date established by a school district.

.

• The local school authority is responsible for determining whether the information supplied on the Certificate of 
Religious Exemption to Required Immunizations and/or Examinations Form constitutes a valid religious objection.

Religious Exemption from Immunizations and/or Examination Form Process:

• The local school authority shall inform the parent or legal guardian, at the time that the exemption is presented, of 
exclusion procedures, should there be an outbreak of one or more diseases from which the student is not 
protected, in accordance with the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) rules, Control of Communicable 
Diseases Code (77 Ill. Adm. Code 690).

• Exempting a child from health, dental, or eye examination does not exempt the child from participation in the 
program of physical education training provided in Section 27-5 through 27-7 of the Illinois School Code [105 ILCS 
5/27-5 through 105 ILCS 5/27-7]. A separate request for exemption from physical education, if desired, would need 
to be presented.

CERTIFICATE OF RELIGIOUS EXEMPTION

Excerpt from Public Act 099-0249 enacted August 3, 2015: 

Children of parents or legal guardians who object to health, dental, or eye examinations or any part thereof, or to immunizations 

or to vision and hearing screening tests on religious grounds shall not be required to undergo the examinations or immunizations 

if the parents or legal guardians present to the appropriate local school authority a signed Certificate of Religious Exemption 

detailing the grounds for objection and the specific immunizations and/or examinations to which they object.  The grounds for 

objection must set forth the specific religious belief(s) that conflict with the examination, immunization, or other medical 

intervention.  The certificate will be signed by the parent or legal guardian to confirm their awareness of the school’s exclusion 

policies in the case of a vaccine preventable disease outbreak or exposure.  The certificate must also be signed by the child’s 

health care provider responsible for performing the child’s examination for entry into kindergarten, sixth or ninth grade.  This 

signature affirms that the provider educated the parent or legal guardian about the benefits of immunization and the health risks 

to the student and to the community from the communicable diseases for which immunization is required in Illinois. 

 

The religious objection provided need not be directed by the tenets of an established religious organization. However, general 

philosophical or moral reluctance to allow physical examinations, eye examinations, immunizations, vision and hearing screening 

or dental examinations will not provide a sufficient basis for an exception to statutory requirements. The local school authority is 

responsible for determining if the content of the Certificate of Religious Exemption constitutes a valid religious objection.    

 

The local school authority shall inform the parent or legal guardian of exclusion procedures in accordance with IDPH’s rules, 

Control of Communicable Diseases Code (77 Ill. Adm. Code 690) at the time the objection is presented. 

4. McKinney Vento 

(105 ILCS 45/1-20)

The Education for Homeless Children Act 

states that schools must enroll a homeless 

child or youth even if the child or youth is 

unable to produce records normally required 

for enrollment, such as previous academic 

records, medical records, proof of residency, 

or other documentation. More information on 

McKinney-Vento is covered in Section 7.

5. Reporting and Enforcement 

Schools are required to report vaccination status 

to the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and 

must maintain accurate records for each student. 

Students who are not in compliance with the 

vaccination requirements without an approved 

exemption shall be excluded from school. This can 

include cases where a student is missing one or 

more required vaccines, or where documentation 

of the vaccines is not provided. Schools are also 

responsible for sending notices to parents or 

guardians regarding the vaccination requirements. 

 

6. Special Considerations for Transfer 

Students and New Enrollments

Students transferring to an Illinois school 

from another state or country are required to 

present proof of immunization within 30 days 

of enrollment. If a student has not yet received 

a vaccine required for school attendance, they 

may be temporarily enrolled under specific 

conditions, with proof of vaccination pending. 

For a complete breakdown of the Illinois 

vaccination law and specific details, you can refer 

to the entire Illinois Administrative Code here*15. 

https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077006650E05100R.html
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077006650E05100R.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/religious-exemption-form-081815-040816.pdf
https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/religious-exemption-form-081815-040816.pdf
https://ilga.gov/agencies/JCAR/Sections?PartID=07700665&TitleDescription=TITLE%2077:%20%20PUBLIC%20HEALTH
https://ilga.gov/agencies/JCAR/Sections?PartID=07700665&TitleDescription=TITLE%2077:%20%20PUBLIC%20HEALTH
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Your Role with Exemptions
In Illinois, parents or guardians may request a religious exemption from school immunization requirements 

by submitting a completed Certificate of Religious Exemption form. This form must be signed by both 

the parent/guardian and the healthcare provider. The provider must also complete the Child Health 

Examination —both forms must be completed by the same provider. If the forms are signed by two 

separate healthcare providers, the school authority should not accept it as valid. Ultimately, it is the 

responsibility of the school authority to determine whether the stated religious objection meets the criteria 

for exemption. When the Certificate of Religious Exemption is accepted, it is important for the school 

authority to remind parents/guardians of the policies around school exclusion during disease outbreaks.  

You can use this email template to communicate with parents and guardians’ procedures around 

outbreak exclusion policies and procedures. The best time to send this is at the beginning of the school 

year when you have collected all exemptions, so parents know ahead of time what your policies are. See 

the next section for more information on what to do during a disease outbreak at your school.  

As required by the Illinois Department of Public Health, if a contagious 

disease spreads at school, your child may need to stay home if they do 

not have proof of immunity (such as vaccinations) for that disease. This 

is based on the Illinois Outbreak Control Act (20 ILCS 2305/1.1) and is 

intended to protect the health and safety of all students.  

If a confirmed case of a contagious disease occurs in the school, we 

will follow guidance from our local health department. If your child has 

not shown proof of immunity for the disease, they may be excluded 

from school starting the next day. They will be able to return once 

we have received proof of immunity or after a set number of days, 

depending on the disease and health guidelines provided by our local 

health department.  

We understand that this policy may raise questions, and we want to 

assure you it is in place for your child’s protection and the safety of 

everyone in the school. If you have any questions or need to update your 

child’s immunization records, please contact the school health office.  

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in keeping our school 

community healthy.  

Sincerely, 

[YOUR NAME]

Click here or scan to 

open this template*17 

https://oqr.me/PGQ8X
https://oqr.me/PGQ8X
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Section 4: Using Data

Data is an important tool that can help you get a better understanding of the current vaccine landscape in 

your school community. Understanding the vaccine landscape throughout the year helps better tailor your 

outreach strategies and messaging, ensuring that you are delivering a relevant message to the right people.

Using data, you can answer questions like:

 7 Are there areas of my community where vaccine rates are lower?

 7 Is there a specific vaccine that has lower rates than others?

 7 Are there any disease outbreaks I should be aware of?

And so much more!

In addition to using your own school health records, there are several local and statewide resources that 

you can use as well. 

Illinois School 
Vaccination  
Coverage Dashboard 
The Illinois School Vaccination Dashboard*18 

was created by the Illinois Department of Public 

Health (IDPH) Immunizations section, utilizing 

publicly available student health data reported 

annually to the Illinois School Board of Education 

(ISBE). This interactive platform visually displays 

annual immunization data and comprehensive 

school program information from 2014 to 2023. 

You can use this dashboard to monitor vaccination 

coverage trends by school location, type, and 

community vulnerability.

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/coverage-dashboards/school-vaccination-coverage-dashboard.html
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Looking ahead, IDPH is building a focus on collaborating with schools to 

improve vaccination coverage through targeted educational programs, enhanced 

data-driven strategies, and strengthened partnerships with local health 

departments to address barriers and promote vaccine confidence.
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It is important to communicate immunization requirements with parents and caregivers before the 

end of the school year, throughout the summer, and at the start of a new school year. Clear, consistent 

communication will help build vaccine confidence and promote adherence to deadlines.

 
Parent/Guardian Outreach Letters 
Deadlines: In this toolkit, there are letter templates to assist you in your communications to parents and 

guardians about the Certificate of Child Health Examination form and vaccine requirements. Letters and 

handouts can be printed, emailed, and added to a district or school website! 

 

Section 5: Communicating 
With Parents & Families

Editable Parent/Guardian Flyer

If a school has an earlier deadline, the date 

can be edited in this flyer. It is available in 

English*21 and Spanish*22. 

Open the English or Spanish file, find the 

underlined open area of text, click into the field, 

and add the due date. 

Next, go to file > save as > name your updated file, 

and save it to your device. 

Hola padres y tutores legales,  

¿Qué pasa si no cumplo con la fecha limite?

El Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil de su hijo se debe entregar 

en nuestras oficinas antes del 15 de octubre de 2024!                           
         

Si no se obtiene el formulario, o si su hijo no cumple con los requisitos 

estatales de vacunación, es posible que no pueda asistir a la escuela 

ni participar en actividades de escolares hasta que se complete el 

formulario y los exámenes o vacunas necesarias esten completas. 

¡Para que este sea el mejor año de la historia, nuestro objetivo es que el 100% 

de nuestras familias de jardín de infantes, sexto grado y noveno grado envíen su 

formulario de Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil antes de la fecha límite 

del 15 de octubre de 2024!

El formulario también está disponible en ingles y español en el sitio de web del Programa de Salud Escolar 

del Departamento de Salud Pública de Illinois. Puedue informarle al médicio de su hijo si lo ha visto durante 

el último año y se realizaron todos los exámenes requeridos en ese momento. Los formularios también están 

disponibles en la oficina de nuestra escuela. Este formulario solo se aceptará si está firmado por el proveedor 

de atención médica que vio a su hijo. 

Descarga el formulario aquí: bit.ly/IL-ChildHealthExam-Form

¿Preguntas?  

Para obtener información sobre el formulario y los requisitos mínimos de vacunación para los niños 

que se inscriben o ingresan a una guardería o escuela en Illinois, ¡puede comunicarse con nosotros! 

Llámenos o envíenos un correo electrónico y lo ayudaremos a asegurarse de que su hijo tenga el 

mejor año escolar de su vida. 

Este proyecto ha hecho posible por una subvención de el Departamento de Salud Pública de Illinois.

¿Como puedo completer el formulario de Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil?  

¿Que es el formulario de Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil? 

El Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil es un formulario obligatorio para los 

estudiantes que estan ingresando al kinder, sexto grado, y noveno grado en las escuelas 

de Illinois. El documento cubre mucha información sobre la salud de su hijo, que incluye: 

 f Resultados de exámenes sociales, emocionales, y de salud.  

 f  Confirmación de las vacunas requeridas para participar en las escuelas publicas 

de Illinois.  

 f  Revisión de la piel, orejas, ojos, nariz, garganta, boca, y la salud dental, 

cardiovascular, nutricional, respiratoria, y mental.  

 f  Información sobre acciones de emergencia requeridas para estudiantes  

con problemas de asma, convulsiones, alergias alimenterias, o problemas  

de sangrado.  

 f  Información sobre las modificaciones escolares requeridas para  

adaptarse a problemas como restricciones dietéticas o instrucciones 

especiales. 

 f  Otra información que deberíamos saber para asegurarnos de que  

su hijo tenga un año escolar saludable.

Hello Parents & Guardians,

What’s the Certificate of Child Health Examination Form?
The Certificate of Child Health Examination is a required form for students entering kindergarten, sixth grade, and ninth grade in Illinois schools. It covers a wide range of important information about your child’s health, including: 

 f Social, emotional, and other health screening outcomes
 f  Confirmation of required vaccinations to participate in Illinois public schools
 f  Review of skin, ears, eyes, nose, throat, mouth, dental, 
cardiovascular, nutritional, respiratory, and mental health f  Information on required emergency actions for students with things like asthma, seizures, food allergies, or bleeding problems  f  Information on required school modifications to accommodate things like dietary restrictions or special instructions 

 f  Other information that we should know to make sure your child has a healthy school year

What if I Miss the Deadline?
Your child’s Certificate of Child Health Examination is due to our o�ces by October 15, 2024.  

If the form is not submitted, or your child does not meet the state requirements for vaccination, they may not be able to attend school or participate in school activities until the form and required health exams or vaccines are completed. 

To make this the best year ever, we’re aiming for 100% of our kindergarten, sixth grade, and ninth grade families to submit their Certificate of Child Health Examination form by the deadline of October 15, 2024.                                       

The form is also available in English and Spanish on the Illinois Department of Public Health School Health Program website. You can let your child’s doctor know you need the form filled out when you schedule your visit or request a copy of the filled out form from your child’s doctor if they have seen your child within the last year and all required exams were performed at that time. Forms are also available in our school o�ce. This form will only be accepted if it is signed by the health care provider who saw your child.
Download the form here: bit.ly/IL-ChildHealthExam-Form

How Do I Get a Certificate of Child Health Examination Form Completed?

Questions?

For information on the form and minimum immunization requirements for children enrolling or entering a child care facility or school in Illinois, you can reach out to us! Give us a call or send an email and we’ll help you make sure your child has the best school year ever!

This project was made possible through a grant from the Illinois Department of Public Health.

Hola padres y tutores legales,  

¿Qué pasa si no cumplo con la fecha limite?

El Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil de su hijo se debe entregar 

en nuestras oficinas antes del                       
                

Si no se obtiene el formulario, o si su hijo no cumple con los requisitos 

estatales de vacunación, es posible que no pueda asistir a la escuela 

ni participar en actividades de escolares hasta que se complete el 

formulario y los exámenes o vacunas necesarias esten completas. 

¡Para que este sea el mejor año de la historia, nuestro objetivo es que el 100% 

de nuestras familias de jardín de infantes, sexto grado y noveno grado envíen su 

formulario de Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil antes de la fecha límite 

del 

El formulario también está disponible en ingles y español en el sitio de web del Programa de Salud Escolar 

del Departamento de Salud Pública de Illinois. Puedue informarle al médicio de su hijo si lo ha visto durante 

el último año y se realizaron todos los exámenes requeridos en ese momento. Los formularios también están 

disponibles en la oficina de nuestra escuela. Este formulario solo se aceptará si está firmado por el proveedor 

de atención médica que vio a su hijo. 

Descarga el formulario aquí: bit.ly/IL-ChildHealthExam-Form

¿Preguntas?  

Para obtener información sobre el formulario y los requisitos mínimos de vacunación para los niños 

que se inscriben o ingresan a una guardería o escuela en Illinois, ¡puede comunicarse con nosotros! 

Llámenos o envíenos un correo electrónico y lo ayudaremos a asegurarse de que su hijo tenga el 

mejor año escolar de su vida. 

Este proyecto ha hecho posible por una subvención de el Departamento de Salud Pública de Illinois.

¿Como puedo completer el formulario de Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil?  

¿Que es el formulario de Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil? 

El Certificado de Examen de Salud Infantil es un formulario obligatorio para los 

estudiantes que estan ingresando al kinder, sexto grado, y noveno grado en las escuelas 

de Illinois. El documento cubre mucha información sobre la salud de su hijo, que incluye: 

 f Resultados de exámenes sociales, emocionales, y de salud.  

 f  Confirmación de las vacunas requeridas para participar en las escuelas publicas 

de Illinois.  

 f  Revisión de la piel, orejas, ojos, nariz, garganta, boca, y la salud dental, 

cardiovascular, nutricional, respiratoria, y mental.  

 f  Información sobre acciones de emergencia requeridas para estudiantes  

con problemas de asma, convulsiones, alergias alimenterias, o problemas  

de sangrado.  

 f  Información sobre las modificaciones escolares requeridas para  

adaptarse a problemas como restricciones dietéticas o instrucciones 

especiales. 

 f  Otra información que deberíamos saber para asegurarnos de que  

su hijo tenga un año escolar saludable.

Hello Parents & Guardians,

What’s the Certificate of Child Health Examination Form?
The Certificate of Child Health Examination is a required form for students entering kindergarten, sixth grade, and ninth grade in Illinois schools. It covers a wide range of important information about your child’s health, including: 

 f Social, emotional, and other health screening outcomes
 f  Confirmation of required vaccinations to participate in Illinois public schools
 f  Review of skin, ears, eyes, nose, throat, mouth, dental, 
cardiovascular, nutritional, respiratory, and mental health f  Information on required emergency actions for students with things like asthma, seizures, food allergies, or bleeding problems  f  Information on required school modifications to accommodate things like dietary restrictions or special instructions 

 f  Other information that we should know to make sure your child has a healthy school year

What if I Miss the Deadline?
Your child’s Certificate of Child Health Examination is due to our o�ces by                                       

If the form is not submitted, or your child does not meet the state requirements for vaccination, they may not be able to attend school or participate in school activities until the form and required health exams or vaccines are completed. 

To make this the best year ever, we’re aiming for 100% of our kindergarten, sixth grade, and ninth grade families to submit their Certificate of Child Health Examination form by the deadline of                                       

The form is also available in English and Spanish on the Illinois Department of Public Health School Health Program website. You can let your child’s doctor know you need the form filled out when you schedule your visit or request a copy of the filled out form from your child’s doctor if they have seen your child within the last year and all required exams were performed at that time. Forms are also available in our school o�ce. This form will only be accepted if it is signed by the health care provider who saw your child.
Download the form here: bit.ly/IL-ChildHealthExam-Form

How Do I Get a Certificate of Child Health Examination Form Completed?

Questions?

For information on the form and minimum immunization requirements for children enrolling or entering a child care facility or school in Illinois, you can reach out to us! Give us a call or send an email and we’ll help you make sure your child has the best school year ever!

This project was made possible through a grant from the Illinois Department of Public Health.

Parent/Guardian Flyer

This parent/guardian flyer notes the 

deadline of October 15th. It is available in 

English*19 and Spanish*20. 

Schools with a deadline of October 15th can 

select the English or Spanish file, open it, and 

save it to their device. 

https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_English_Editable.pdf
https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_Spanish_Editable.pdf
https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_English.pdf
https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_Spanish.pdf
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Letter for Children Who Are Falling Behind 

Parents or guardians with children who are behind on their required immunizations should be declarative. 

They need to receive timely information on catching up or being out of compliance. School health sta� can 

identify these students and are likely communicating with families—school leadership should too!  Use this 

letter to alert parents and guardians that their student is not yet in compliance and share resources to help 

them access vaccinations. 

Dear Parent or Guardian, 

We do not have documentation of [child’s name]’s required 

immunizations for the current school year. As a reminder, this 

documentation and completion of the Illinois Certificate of Child Health 

Examination form is due by [CUSTOMIZABLE DATE]. According to Illinois 

State law, your child may be excluded or kept from attending school if 

this information is not turned in by this time. 

We are here to support you and help ensure that your child can continue 

learning in a safe and healthy environment. If you have questions about 

these requirements or need help finding a health care provider, please 

contact [nurse name] at [phone number].   

Sincerely, 

[YOUR NAME]

Click here or scan to 

open this template*23 

Other Resources

Here are some other resources to communicate with parents about the benefits of school immunizations:

Attendance Works*24 

Use these handouts to educate on the importance of school 

immunizations in reducing health-related absences.

American Academy of Pediatrics*25 

Use these resources and guides for helpful tips on 

communicating with vaccine-hesitant parents.

http://oqr.me/2BEfd
http://oqr.me/2BEfd
https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/health-handouts-for-families
https://bit.ly/aap-patient-care-iz
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Illinois is home to a diverse population, hundreds of di�erent cultures, with new arrivals joining our 

communities every day. Many of these new Illinoisans may not be aware of school vaccine requirements or 

may not have had access to vaccines before coming to our state and need assistance getting vaccinated. 

It is important to be prepared with information on what immunizations are required and where families can 

obtain them. Here are some resources you can use to share information with these families: 

 7  Accessing Health Services in Illinois: Visit the IDPH vaccine locator dashboard*26 or 

print and share this flyer (available in English*27 and Spanish*28) with key information on 

how to find a healthcare provider, what vaccines are required in the United States, and 

how to access specialty care for pregnancy, newborns, and preparing for school. 

 7  Healthcare Clinics for Immigrants and Refugees: Interactive map of 

all the health clinics in Illinois that are available to people regardless of 

immigration status. Available in multiple languages. View Resource*29 

 7  Immigrant Health Coverage: Webpage that explains types of health coverage 

o�ered to immigrants who are Illinois residents. View Resource*30 

 7  Immigrant Family Resource Program (IFRP): IFRPs work with immigrant 

families on public benefit applications. The IFRP Hotline for assistance is 1-855-

437-7669 and Family Support Hotline is available in English, Spanish, Korean, 

and Polish 1-855-HELP-MY-FAMILY (1-855-435-7693). View Resource*31

 7  Find a Provider: This HRSA resource helps families find a health center 

in their area. Available in 16 languages. View Resource*32 

 7 Locate a Rural Health Center near you : View Directory*33 

Visit the Illinois Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics’ (ICAAP) immigration webpage*34 for more 

resources to support immigrant and refugee populations with health care and vaccination services.

Section 6: Resources for  
New Arrivals  

https://bit.ly/IDPH-vaccine-dashboard
https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP-US-HealthcareSystem_ENGLISH-Update-2.7.25.pdf
https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP-US-HealthcareSystem_SPANISH-Update-2.7.25.pdf
https://www.icirr.org/healthcare-resources-inter-map
https://getcareillinois.org/immigrant-health-coverage/
https://www.icirr.org/ifrp
https://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov/
https://data.illinois.gov/Health-and-Human-Services/IDPH-Rural-Health-Care-Center-Directory/yk5w-q6r6/data_preview
https://illinoisaap.org/immigration/
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Interpreting International Vaccine Records 
Students arriving from other countries may have records with them. These records may have documentation 

of required vaccines with di�erent names or dates recorded di�erently than U.S. health records. For 

example, the day may be listed before the month e.g., 30/1/2016 for January 30, 2016.  

School health sta� collecting vaccine records should only accept written, dated records as valid evidence 

of vaccination. This documentation must also be in line with IL requirements. Verbal reports of prior 

vaccination should not be counted. If a student’s documentation does not meet requirements or their 

records are incomplete, the student may need to be revaccinated. These resources can help your school 

health sta� in interpreting international vaccine records: 

 7  Global Vaccine Schedule Comparison Chart – This document helps 

identify which products may have been used before a child arrived in 

the U.S. and the timing of any vaccinations. View Resource*35

 7  Navigating Vaccine Gaps – This handout has guidance on assessing new arrival patients, 

sharing important vaccine information, and developing long-term care plans. View Resource*36

 

 

McKinney-Vento Act 
Students experiencing homelessness, including new arrivals who may be living in shelters, face many 

challenges with accessing immunizations or producing health records. The McKinney-Vento Act requires 

schools to enroll students experiencing homelessness without delay, even if the student is unable to provide 

records of the required immunizations. Read more about the McKinney-Vento Act here.*37 

Children may be eligible for McKinney-Vento services if they are living in the following situations:  

 7 Doubled-up children: Living with another family due to lack of a permanent residence 

 7 Children in shelters: Including transitional living programs 

 7 Children living in motels: Due to a lack of adequate living situation alternatives 

 7 Migratory children: If accommodations are not fit for habitation  

 7  Runaways*: Children who left home and live in a shelter or inadequate 

accommodations, even if parents are willing to provide a home  

 7 Lockouts*: Children whose parents or guardians will not permit them to live at home  

*These two categories are unaccompanied homeless youth. These children are not in the physical custody of 

their parents or court-ordered guardians and lack a fixed, regular, and adequate abode. 

Any child who qualifies for McKinney-Vento services and is not up to date with their immunizations should 

work with the McKinney-Vento liaison in their school/district to get immunized as soon as possible. A family 

can locate their local McKinney-Vento liaison here*38. Follow-up with these students/parents at regular 

intervals to ensure the student is getting connected to services and minimizing the time the student is 

not up-to-date.

https://illinoisaap.org/global-vaccine-schedule-comparison-chart/
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ICAAP-NavigatingInternationalVaccineGaps-FINAL.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/homeless
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Homeless-Liaison-Contact-Information.aspx
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Students who do not have insurance or are underinsured are not exempt from school vaccine requirements. 

Schools can help educate and connect families to programs and services that will help them ensure their 

student can attend school.

The Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program
The Vaccines for Children (VFC) program is a federally funded, state-administered program that provides 

free vaccines to eligible children ages 18 and younger. All school-required vaccines are provided at little or 

no cost to the patient through the VFC program. The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) oversees 

the VFC program for the state (outside of Chicago, including the rest of Cook County) and the Chicago 

Department of Public Health (CDPH) oversees the VFC program within Chicago city limits.  

Children through 18 years of age who meet at least one of the following criteria are eligible to 

receive VFC vaccines: 

 7 Enrolled in Medicaid 

 7 Not insured: A child who has no health insurance coverage. 

 7  American Indian or Alaska Native: As defined by the Indian 

Health Care Improvement Act (25 U.S.C. 1603).

 7  Under-insured: A child who has commercial (private) health insurance, but the coverage does 

not include vaccines, a child whose insurance covers only selected vaccines (VFC-eligible for non-

covered vaccines only), or a child whose insurance caps vaccine coverage at a certain amount.  

Families can find a VFC Provider using this tool*39

Local Health Departments 
In addition to the VFC Program, local health departments (LHDs) are a great resource to connect students 

who are under- or uninsured to free vaccinations. LHDs are often VFC providers*40 themselves, or o�er free 

vaccine clinics. Reach out to your LHD or visit their website throughout the summer for school immunization 

information you can share with your school communities. 

Section 7: Resources for Students 
Who Are Uninsured/Underinsured    

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/vaccine-locator.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/vaccine-locator/dashboard.html
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Chicago Public Schools 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) have many di�erent resources for students who are uninsured or 

underinsured to ensure they have access to health care services and lifesaving immunizations. This 

information and more can also be found on ICAAP’s CPS webpage*41.  

School-Based Health Centers

Make an appointment at one of the 33 CPS School-Based Health Centers*42 where students can 

get quality care for no out-of-pocket cost. These services include physical exams, sports physicals, 

behavioral health care, and more. Students can also get their required and recommended vaccines 

at no cost. Some health centers are open to the community, while others are open only to enrolled 

students. 

 

Vaccine Clinics

Chicago Public Schools provides vaccination events across the district at elementary schools, high 

schools, and charter schools. Parents and guardians can view the calendar of mobile vaccine clinic 

events and schedule an appointment here*43. These clinics are open to the whole community and 

provide all required vaccines in addition to flu and COVID-19 vaccines for free.  

Other vaccination sites around the city of Chicago can be found here*44, and vaccination events 

hosted by the Chicago Department of Public Health can be found here*45. These clinics serve 

uninsured, underinsured, Medicaid (Title XIX) insured and Children’s Health Insurance Program 

(CHIP) individuals. 

Please call the CPS Healthy Hotline or the O�ce of Student Health and Wellness for any questions. 

Hotline: (773) 553-5437  

Email: oshw@cps.edu  

Open 8am–4pm  

Coordinators are happy to answer your questions and point you to any of these resources, 

including appointments with trained coordinators who can help parents sign up for benefits like 

Medicaid and SNAP. 

Other CPS Health and Wellness Services 

Other CPS health and wellness services include access to free vision services through the  

CPS Vision Program*46, free audiology services like hearing tests and hearing aids through the 

CPS Audiology Clinic*47, and free dental services in partnership*48 with the Chicago Department 

of Public Health.

CDPH also funds the Vision Exam program in CPS, in a similar partnership to the Dental Program.

https://illinoisaap.org/cps/
https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/HealthCenters/
https://events.juvare.com/IL-IDPH/jm7yr/?fbclid=IwAR2EyokoNmz3DD0RvSd8vj6_ZbGOpGFMoLvAE2qxo-AqqYZmffQfLBPgEdw
https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/VaccinationSites/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immunization_clinics.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immunization_clinics.html
mailto:oshw@cps.edu
https://www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/health-and-wellness/exams-screenings/dental-services/
https://www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/health-and-wellness/exams-screenings/hearing-services/
https://www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/health-and-wellness/exams-screenings/dental-services/
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McKinney-Vento Eligibility
If a student is under or uninsured and is experiencing homelessness, they are eligible for services under 

the McKinney-Vento Act. The McKinney-Vento Act requires schools to enroll students experiencing 

homelessness without delay, even if the student is unable to provide records of immunization. Read more 

about the McKinney-Vento Act on page 20 or on the ISBE website here*49.

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Homeless.aspx
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Whether pediatricians, family physicians, local health departments, or any other pediatric health care 

provider, strong partnerships with local providers in your community can be a tremendous asset in ensuring 

that your students can easily access healthcare options. We recommend that schools communicate 

regularly with local health departments (LHDs) and community clinics to ensure coordination of services 

with localized outbreaks, individual school health concerns, and days students aren’t in school. Here are 

some ways that you can collaborate with pediatric providers in your community to ensure comprehensive, 

integrated care is available to students:  

 7  Add LHDs and community clinics to your listserv, notifying them about school-based health 

concerns or alerts. 

 7 Share all the documentation that your district requires so they know what their patients might bring.  

 7  Keep in touch with pediatricians about individual students’ health as appropriate.   

 7  Ask if they have any special clinic hours or host or participate in special events, 

including vaccination fairs open to students who do not have insurance. 

 7  The Illinois Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics (ICAAP*50) is also an excellent resource 

for connecting with pediatricians – you can also visit our page dedicated to CPS*51. 

Section 8: Working With Clinicians 
in Your Community   

Additionally, it’s important to share important dates 

and deadlines, including when the Certificate of 

Child Health Examination is due and any days o� 

of school. No-school days can be busy days for 

pediatric providers as those days usually mean 

an influx of students and their families. Notifying 

LHDs and community clinics about no-school days 

for students will allow them to plan accordingly for 

expanded hours and/or sta� capacity. Here are 

some email templates you can copy and paste to 

connect with providers near you: 

https://illinoisaap.org/
https://illinoisaap.org/cps/
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Email Template for School Year 2025 
Chicago Public Schools
 

Dear Health Care Provider, 

Thank you for all you do in to ensure our school community stays healthy 

throughout the year!  

We wanted to alert you to our upcoming school calendar and some important dates that may 

a�ect your o�ces. Chicago Public Schools (CPS) have at least one day o� every month of 

the school year. Consider expanding hours or sta� capacity on some or all these days, as you 

may see an influx of appointments when students are not in school. You can also consider 

holding special school physical/vaccine clinics during these days. 

CPS students are required to have their Certificate of Child Health Examination signed and 

submitted by October 15 of each year, so September or early October no-school days can 

be a great time for special vaccine clinics. However, holding monthly or quarterly special 

school physical/vaccine clinics during no-school days can also make care and vaccines 

more accessible for students! See the days students are not in school for the rest of the 

2024-2025 school year below: 

2025 CPS No-School Days 

 7 January: 1–3, 20 & 21 

 7 February 17 & 25 

 7 March: 24–31 

 7 April: 1 & 18 

 7 May: 26 

 7 Last day of school: June 12 

You can start planning for the 2025-2026 school year by visiting the CPS calendar*52.   

Thank you again for all you do to keep our students healthy. 

Sincerely, 

[YOUR NAME] 

Click here or scan to 

open this template*53

https://www.cps.edu/globalassets/cps-pages/calendar/25-26/district-calendar-english_25.26.pdf
http://oqr.me/DDuqA
http://oqr.me/DDuqA
http://oqr.me/DDuqA
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Email Template for Outside  
Chicago Public Schools
 

Dear Health Care Provider,  

Thank you for all you do in ensuring our school community stays healthy 

throughout the year!  

We wanted to alert you to our upcoming school calendar and some important dates that 

may a�ect your offices. 

Our Certificate of Child Health Examination is due on [DUE DATE], so you may see an influx 

on patients around that time. Additionally, we have some upcoming no-school days on 

[LIST DAYS], and you may see an influx of appointments when students are not in school. 

You can also consider holding special school physical/vaccine clinics during these days. 

However, holding monthly or quarterly special clinics can also make care and vaccines 

more accessible for students! 

Here is a link to our 2025-2026 school calendar [INSERT LINK]. 

Thank you again for all you do to keep our students healthy. 

Sincerely, 

[YOUR NAME]

Click here or scan to 

open this template*54 

http://oqr.me/ibZmA
http://oqr.me/ibZmA
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School health nurses do so much to ensure that the students are healthy and able to attend school, and 

the beginning of the school year can be a very chaotic time. Here are some ways you can support them and 

build a culture of promoting health:

 7 Establish norms for sharing school immunization information with parents

 7  Create an internal timeline for when to share information with parents, reaching 

out to parents about missed immunizations, reporting due dates, etc.

 7 Institute a unified protocol for responding to immunization questions

 7 Set up regular check-in intervals so everyone can be on the same page

I-CARE 
I-CARE, Illinois’s Immunization Information System, allows pediatric providers and school health sta� 

(school nurses) to document and access student immunization records e�ciently. This tool enables the 

school health sta� to review immunization statuses, identify students who may need updates, and generate 

helpful reports. With I-CARE, managing and tracking student immunizations becomes streamlined and 

straightforward for your school health team.

 

Login Procedure For I-CARE 

As of November 1, 2024, OKTA is the access point for I-CARE. 

All active I-CARE users (those who have signed in since May 1, 2024) were migrated to OKTA 

and can login here*55. Users who have not signed into I-CARE since May 1, 2024, and still require 

access, must complete a new enrollment for I-CARE here*56. 

New users will need to sign up and complete the I-CARE individual user agreement to access to the 

Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) Web Portal to gain access to ICARE. 

Section 9: Supporting Your  
School Health Sta�

https://ilpartner.illinois.gov/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/publish?EQBCT=35f8f066b2364aff8d3526c4bf413a7c
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Signing the Individual User Agreement 

 Step 1:   Select Individual I-CARE Access. 

 Step 2:   Select I-CARE Individual User Agreement Form. 
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 Step 3:   Submit Submitter Information

  On the Submitter Information page, complete all fields with red asterisks. If you are submitting for 

someone else, provide their first and last name, work email address, web portal username, phone 

number, and role. 

 Step 4:     Submit User/Organization/Site Information

  Complete all fields with red asterisks on the User Information and Organization/Site 

information page. 

 Step 5:      Review Disclaimers 

  Review the disclaimers on the Final Disclaimers page, check the boxes to indicate that you 

understand, and click submit. 

 Step 6:     Signatures 

  On the Signature of Site Leadership page, confirm if the submitter is the user’s supervisor.  

If not, provide the supervisor’s name, email, and title. 

 Step 7:     Final Submission and Follow-up Email 

  After applying, the applicant and the supervisor will receive an email from IDPH/DocuSign with 

documents requiring electronic review and signature. Monitor incoming emails from IDPH and reply 

within the same email thread. If there is any missing information, the applicant and supervisor may 

receive a follow-up email. Failure to respond to these email requests may result in a delay in the 

application process. 
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Step-by-Step Tip Sheet for Processing 
Child Health Examination Forms 

If your school does not have a designated school health sta� or if a non-health sta� employee is processing 

Child Health Examination forms, this guide breaks down the steps of processing these forms.  

Step 1: Gather Required Materials 

  Form: Ensure you have the latest Child 

Health Examination Form*57. The latest 

version was updated January 31, 2024. Any 

child health examination that occurs after 

January 1, 2025, must utilize the updated 

child health exam form. 

  Reference Documents: Please keep any 

relevant guidelines or checklists handy for 

clarification. 

Step 2: Verify Child’s Information 

  Demographics: Check the child’s name, 

date of birth, and address. If a family has 

recently moved, verify their new address. 

  Parent/Guardian Information: Ensure 

contact details are filled out completely. 

Step 3: Assess Medical History 

  Past Conditions: Look for any chronic 

conditions or significant medical history. 

  Medications: Note any ongoing 

medications the child is taking. 

Step 4: Review Physical  

Examination Findings 

  Health Indicators: Pay attention to the 

examiner’s vision, hearing, and overall 

physical health notes from the examiner. 

Step 5: Check Immunization Records 

  Completeness: Ensure that all required 

immunizations are documented. 

  Dates: Verify that vaccination dates are 

precise and within the recommended 

timeframe. If a required vaccination 

is missing and no religious exemption 

is on file, the parent or guardian 

must be contacted. 

Step 6: Confirm Provider’s Signature 

  Authorization: Make sure the healthcare 

provider (MD, DO, PA or APRN) has signed 

the form, indicating it is complete and valid. 

  Provider Details: Check that the 

provider’s name, address, and contact 

information are included. 

https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/child-health-exam-form-revised-01-31-2024.pdf
https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/child-health-exam-form-revised-01-31-2024.pdf
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Step 7: Follow-Up on  

Incomplete Sections 

  Missing Information: If any sections are 

incomplete, contact the parent or guardian 

for clarification or additional information. 

  Review the incomplete section with health 

supervisor or school administrator before 

reaching out to parents. (For example, the 

social emotional screener being left blank 

may be addressed through the school.)

  Contact Healthcare Providers: If needed, 

contact the healthcare provider for any 

missing details. 

Step 8: Share Information as 

Required 

  Dissemination: Share the completed form 

with relevant school personnel as per your 

school’s policies, ensuring confidentiality 

is maintained. 

Step 9: Keep Updated on Regulations 

  Stay Informed: Regularly check for health 

regulations and guidelines updates to 

ensure compliance. 

Additional Tips 
 Ask Questions: If you are unsure about any part 

of the form or process, don’t hesitate to ask a 

knowledgeable colleague or supervisor. 

 Training: Consider seeking training on child 

health issues and the required forms for deeper 

understanding. 

By following these steps, you can 

e�ectively process child health examination 

forms while ensuring that all necessary 

information is accurate. 
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Section 10: Social Media  
Toolkits and Resources

Encourage vaccination with positive 

messaging about the connection between 

health and overall development.

 Download Toolkit*58

Remind students and their families 

that there are many factors that go into 

creating a safe learning environment, 

including required vaccinations.

Download Toolkit*59

Reassure parents and guardians who 

may have a student not yet up-to-date 

on immunizations that it is never to 

late to catch up.

Download Toolkit*60

Healthy Kids 

Achieve More

Getting Back on Track

Safe Schools

Get Started Today
bit.ly/icaap-vaccine-socials

https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ICAAP-Healthy-Kids-Campaign.zip
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ICAAP-Safe-Schools-Campaign.zip
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ICAAP-Getting-Back-on-Track-Campaign.zip
https://bit.ly/icaap-vaccine-socials
https://bit.ly/icaap-vaccine-socials
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Dispel misinformation about 

vaccine safety using positive 

language and bold design 

to draw the eye.

Download Toolkit*62

Builds positive associations with 

vaccination and encourages 

a healthy school environment 

for students, teachers, 

sta�, and families. 

Download Toolkit*63

Check out ICAAP’s School Immunizations Resources page*64 for more handouts, posters, and other 

resources that promote vaccine confidence! Safe Schools remind students and their families that there are 

many factors that go into creating a safe learning environment, including required vaccinations. 

Encourage parents and guardians 

to have their children vaccinated for 

preventable diseases.

Download Toolkit*61

Stronger Families

Vaccine Safety

Vaccine 

Requirements 

Campaign

Get Started Today
bit.ly/icaap-vaccine-socials

https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ICAAP-Vaccine-Safety-Campaign.zip
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_Campaign.zip
https://illinoisaap.org/school-immunization-resources/
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ICAAP-Stronger-Families-Campaign.zip
https://bit.ly/icaap-vaccine-socials
https://bit.ly/icaap-vaccine-socials


1 https://illinoisaap.org/school-immunization-resources/

2 https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/minimum-immunization-requirements.html

3 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/child-adolescent-catch-up.html

4 https://www.healthychildren.org/

5 https://oqr.me/f19re

6 https://cps.edu/medicalforms

7 https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/child-health-exam-form-revised-01-31-2024.pdf

8 https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/child-health-exam-form-revised-03-2024-es.pdf

9 https://www.iesa.org/

10 https://www.ihsa.org

11 https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs5.asp?ActID=1005

12 https://www.idph.state.il.us/rulesregs/2014_Rules/77_IAC_665_8-26.pdf

13 https://www.immunize.org/o�cial-guidance/state-policies/vaccine-requirements/exemptions-child-school-2024/

14 https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/077/077006650E05100R.html

15 https://ilga.gov/agencies/JCAR/Sections?PartID=07700665&TitleDescription=TITLE%2077:%20%20PUBLIC%20HEALTH

16 https://dph.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/idph/files/forms/religious-exemption-form-081815-040816.pdf

17 https://oqr.me/PGQ8X

18 https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/coverage-dashboards/school-vaccination-coverage-dashboard.html

19 https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_English.pdf

20 https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_Spanish.pdf

21 https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_English_Editable.pdf

22 https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP_VaccineRequirements_OutreachFlyer_Spanish_Editable.pdf

23 http://oqr.me/2BEfd

24 https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/health-handouts-for-families

25 https://bit.ly/aap-patient-care-iz

26 https://bit.ly/IDPH-vaccine-dashboard

27 https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP-US-HealthcareSystem_ENGLISH-Update-2.7.25.pdf

28 https://illinoisaap.org/school-admin-toolkit/ICAAP-US-HealthcareSystem_SPANISH-Update-2.7.25.pdf

29 https://www.icirr.org/healthcare-resources-inter-map

30 https://getcareillinois.org/immigrant-health-coverage

31 https://www.icirr.org/ifrp

32 https://findahealthcenter.hrsa.gov

33 https://data.illinois.gov/Health-and-Human-Services/IDPH-Rural-Health-Care-Center-Directory/yk5w-q6r6/data_preview

34 https://illinoisaap.org/immigration

35 https://illinoisaap.org/global-vaccine-schedule-comparison-chart

36 https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ICAAP-NavigatingInternationalVaccineGaps-FINAL.pdf

37 https://www.isbe.net/homeless

38 https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Homeless-Liaison-Contact-Information.aspx

39 https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/vaccine-locator.html

40 https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/prevention-wellness/immunization/vaccine-locator/dashboard.html

41 https://illinoisaap.org/cps/

42 https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/HealthCenters/

43 https://events.juvare.com/IL-IDPH/jm7yr/?fbclid=IwAR2EyokoNmz3DD0RvSd8vj6_ZbGOpGFMoLvAE2qxo-AqqYZmffQfLBPgEdw

44 https://schoolinfo.cps.edu/VaccinationSites/

45 https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/supp_info/clinical_health/immunization_clinics.html

46 https://www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/health-and-wellness/exams-screenings/dental-services/

47 https://www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/health-and-wellness/exams-screenings/hearing-services/

48 https://www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/health-and-wellness/exams-screenings/dental-services/

49 https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Homeless.aspx
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