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Help Parents to Resist Vaccine Misinformation

Parents increasingly receive vaccine-related information from social media or online sources, places where
vaccine misinformation spreads like wildfire. You remain the most trusted source of vaccine-related
information for families. This positions you to help parents and caregivers learn how to critically evaluate
health information and navigate the overwhelming volume of content they may encounter. Educate families
about how to recognize common features of bad information and manipulation strategies, such as:
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Misinformation may also be financially motivated, often promoting alternatives to vaccination or using tools
like Al to rapidly create false or misleading claims. It often relies on content from unfamiliar or unverified
sources, a lack of credible references, and sensationalized headlines. Encourage families to refer to
reputable sources, such as the AAP, HealthyChildren.org, and Vaccinelnformation.org. Healthy Children has
also created a list of trusted pediatrician voices that parents can follow on social media. You can use
evidence-based communication strategies, such as employing the presumptive approach, debunking
misinformation with a “truth sandwich,” or sharing your own experience to build trust and counteract
misinformation. Learn more about these strategies with this guide from the AAP.

_/_  When talking to parents and families, instead of saying ‘misinformation’ or
- Q: ‘disinformation,’ try using these words rumors, falsehoods, and inaccurate or
misleading information instead. - Tip from Your Local Epidemiologist
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https://www.vaccineinformation.org/
https://www.vaccineinformation.org/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/immunizations/Pages/default.aspx?_gl=1*1chardd*_ga*MTIyNDQwNjU5NC4xNzAzMDA2OTg1*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NTYyMjE4NDQkbzE5MCRnMSR0MTc1NjIyMTkwMiRqMiRsMCRoMA..
https://www.vaccineinformation.org/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/family-life/Media/Pages/follow-pediatricians-for-trustworthy-content-on-childrens-health.aspx
https://www.vaccineinformation.org/
https://www.vaccineinformation.org/
https://www.vaccineinformation.org/
https://www.vaccineinformation.org/
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/32418/How-pediatricians-can-teach-parents-to-recognize
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/talking-about-vaccine-mandates-whats?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=281219&post_id=172803662&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=257fin&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/talking-about-vaccine-mandates-whats?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=281219&post_id=172803662&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=257fin&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email

Back-to-School Data & Reminders

Kindergarten & Teen Vaccine Data

A recent CDC Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report published findings from the 2024 National
Immunization Survey-Teen showing HPV vaccination among teens stagnated for the third consecutive
year. About 78% of adolescents had received at least one dose of HPV vaccine, while roughly 63% of
teens were up to date on HPV vaccination. The study also found that teens whose healthcare provider
recommended HPV vaccination had higher rates of uptake than those who did not. Vaccination
coverage among kindergartners in the U.S. decreased for all reported vaccines from the year before,
ranging from 92.1% for DTaP to 92.5% for MMR and polio vaccine.

On August 11, 2025, ICAAP President Dr. Michelle M. Barnes and Immunization Program
Director Monica Del Ciello joined Governor Pritzker and IDPH and ISBE leadership for a
back-to-school press conference to promote vaccinations.

What to Know as Pertussis Cases Increase

From a new article published by the AAP, here is what to know:

. The increase in cases is due to a decrease in DTaP vaccination rates among pregnant women and
infants.

. Back-to-school season could bring on even more cases.

. Without vaccination, pertussis can be severe, especially for babies 6-12 months old. Pertussis
often first presents as any other upper respiratory infection, like the common cold, and can be
difficult to detect until the child starts showing characteristic features of pertussis.

. The DTaP vaccine should be administered to infants at 2, 4, and 6 months, and through
kindergarten. A Tdap booster is required for middle school.

. It is rare that a child not be eligible to receive the DTaP vaccine.
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AAP Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule for Ages 18 Years or Younger
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https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/32823?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=PA%5FOnCall&utm_campaign=OnCall%5FFRI%5FAug15%5F2025
https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/195615
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7430a1.htm?s_cid=OS_mm7430a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7430a1.htm?s_cid=OS_mm7430a1_w
https://dph.illinois.gov/resource-center/news/2025/august/release-20250811.html

COVID-19 Vaccine Update

On August 27, the FDA approved 2025-2026 COVID-19 vaccines for individuals over 65 and those
between 6 months and 64 years old with at least one condition that puts them at high risk. Here is a
summary of the FDA approvals:

. Individuals ages 5 - 64 years with at least one underlying condition. Pfizer no
longer has an approved vaccine for children under 5 years of age.
. All adults 65 years and older.

Spikevax approved for use in:
. Individuals ages 6 months - 64 years with at least one underlying condition.
. All adults 65 years and older.
mNEXSPIKE approved for use in:
. Individuals ages 12 - 64 years with at least one underlying condition.
. All adults 65 years and older.

. Individuals ages 12 - 64 years with at least one underlying condition.
. All adults 65 years and older.

Both fully licensed and emergency use authorization COVID-19 vaccines for the 2024-2025 season are
no longer authorized and must be removed from your inventory immediately. IDPH released a SIREN
detailing action items to take. Availability and ordering of COVID-19 vaccines for VFC programs are
pending ACIP recommendations. According to news reports, IDPH is exploring the possibility of
purchasing COVID-19 vaccines in bulk directly from manufacturers.

AAP and ACOG Recommendations

The AAP issued a policy statement recommending that all children ages 6-23 months without a
contraindication should get vaccinated with the 2025-26 formula regardless of whether they previously
received any doses or have had a SARS-CoV-2 infection, along with older children in certain risk groups,
based on evidence on who can benefit the most from the vaccine. The guidance notes that children not
in a high-risk group whose parent or guardian desires their protection from COVID-19 should be offered
a single dose of the updated vaccine. Refer to the AAP’s FAQ on COVID-19 vaccine and updated pediatric
COVID vaccine dosing guide for more information. ACOG also published guidance recommending that
pregnant women receive the vaccine at any point during pregnancy, when planning to become pregnant,
in the postpartum period, or while lactating.

Prescribing Off-Label - Information from the AAP

Clinicians prescribing the COVID vaccine, even off-label, could have two layers of protection —
malpractice coverage and provisions under the PREP Act. The PREP Act provides broad immunity from
state and federal liability, although some court decisions have narrowed the protection, and immunity is
not a guarantee. Pediatricians should check their malpractice insurance coverage to ensure that COVID-
19 vaccination protections are not excluded. Read more from this AAP article.
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https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/20250828_2024-25_COVID-19-Vaccines_Deauthorized_2025-2026_Vaccines_Received_FDA_Approval.pdf
https://capitolfax.com/2025/08/29/idph-looking-at-buying-covid-vaccines-directly-from-manufacturers/
https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/article/doi/10.1542/peds.2025-073924/203222/Recommendations-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-in-Infants?autologincheck=redirected
https://mmaap.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=x4Xdn_nm9UarX2yU9F2dJA~~&pe=4bM1npUCxXjrEmdJtLhL1cM_vKh5hZwpoua6h3ua5PNuEtkPAV4_8rOEOJs3UF-_YI6a5qMPeTadMQ-eT-YRVg~~&t=6EN_kGZW9nnuDEmGGOLi7A~~
https://mmaap.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=x4Xdn_nm9UarX2yU9F2dJA~~&pe=us74tTsUrPoHeDmT7yOGdohZlT92jp2KVMIvRWwiNKGy084zRbmVPNKaeSVeBbxS0O0CLO1JkR1AAQjBJ2aF7A~~&t=6EN_kGZW9nnuDEmGGOLi7A~~
https://mmaap.mmsend.com/link.cfm?r=x4Xdn_nm9UarX2yU9F2dJA~~&pe=us74tTsUrPoHeDmT7yOGdohZlT92jp2KVMIvRWwiNKGy084zRbmVPNKaeSVeBbxS0O0CLO1JkR1AAQjBJ2aF7A~~&t=6EN_kGZW9nnuDEmGGOLi7A~~
https://www.acog.org/news/news-releases/2025/08/acog-releases-updated-maternal-immunization-guidance-covid-influenza-rsv
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/33061?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=PA_OnCall&utm_campaign=OnCall_WEDS_Sept3_2025?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/33061?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=PA_OnCall&utm_campaign=OnCall_WEDS_Sept3_2025?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/33061?utm_source=MagnetMail&utm_medium=email&utm_term=PA_OnCall&utm_campaign=OnCall_WEDS_Sept3_2025?autologincheck=redirected
https://illinoisaap.app.neoncrm.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=illinoisaap&%7b%7bemailTrackingId%7d%7d&%7b%7bsecureId%7d%7d&linkId=222386&targetUrl=https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontechs-comirnatyr-receives-us-fda-approval?cid=em_PfizerNewsroomAlert&ttype=em
https://illinoisaap.app.neoncrm.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=illinoisaap&%7b%7bemailTrackingId%7d%7d&%7b%7bsecureId%7d%7d&linkId=222377&targetUrl=https://feeds.issuerdirect.com/news-release.html?newsid=6729249760870595&symbol=MRNA
https://illinoisaap.app.neoncrm.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=illinoisaap&%7b%7bemailTrackingId%7d%7d&%7b%7bsecureId%7d%7d&linkId=222378&targetUrl=https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases/2025-08-27-Novavaxs-Nuvaxovid-TM-2025-2026-Formula-COVID-19-Vaccine-Approved-in-the-U-S
https://www.cdc.gov/covid/hcp/clinical-care/underlying-conditions.html

Federal Immunizations News

ACIP Meeting & New ACIP Members

An ACIP meeting is currently scheduled for September 18-19. According to the meeting notice,
COVID-19 and other vaccines will be discussed. There is also a meeting scheduled for October
22-23. As of September 4th, RFK, Jr. is said to be preparing to appoint additional new members
to the ACIP. They include: Evelyn Griffin, Raymond Pollak, Catherine Stein, Kirk Milhoan, John
Gaitanis, Hillary Blackburn, and Joseph Fraiman.

CDC Staff Departures

The recently confirmed CDC Director, Susan Monarez, PhD, was fired by the White House on
August 27th. Shortly after, CDC senior leaders resigned: Debra Houry, MD, MPH, the CDC's Chief
Medical Officer; Demetre Daskalakis, MD, MPH, the head of the CDC's National Center for
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases; Daniel Jernigan, MD, MPH, the head of the CDC's
National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases; and Jennifer Layden, MD, PhD,
who led the Office of Public Health Data.

Still to Come from HHS

These are expected in the coming weeks/months from HHS:
. Causes of Autism Report
. Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) Report
. Changes to the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program?

AAP Campaign

The AAP launched a new advertisement to
support qualified health leaders who put : : &
evidence-based science before ideologies. : Our kids deserve leaders

September 2025

Immunization Newsletter illinoisaap.org



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlylNaWBqXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VlylNaWBqXk
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/public-health/cdc-director-fired-after-she-refused-rubber-stamp-kennedys-vaccine-directives
https://illinoisaap.app.neoncrm.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=illinoisaap&%7b%7bemailTrackingId%7d%7d&%7b%7bsecureId%7d%7d&linkId=222381&targetUrl=https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-16706.pdf

Other Respiratory Virus

Season Updates

Webinar Recording with IDPH and CDPH

ICAAP recently hosted a webinar with leaders from IDPH and CDPH on
preparing for respiratory virus season. The webinar covered 2025-2026 clinical
guidance for the use of pediatric COVID-19, flu, and RSV immunizations,
strategies to increase vaccine uptake, and VFC ordering information. View the
slides and recording for this important information.

RSV Protection

The AAP has released its RSV recommendations for the 2025-26 RSV season. All infants younger than
8 months of age born during or entering their first RSV season receive nirsevimab (Beyfortus) or
clesrovimab (Enflonsia). Immunization is not needed for most infants under 8 months whose
pregnant parent received RSVpreF vaccine at least 14 days before giving birth. Children 8 through 19
months of age and at high risk of severe RSV disease and entering their second RSV season may
receive nirsevimab regardless of the RSV vaccination status of the pregnant parent or the child’s prior
receipt of an RSV vaccine. Palivizumab (Synagis) is no longer recommended for use and will be
discontinued at the end of the calendar year since nirsevimab and clesrovimab are recommended for a
wider range of children and provide longer protection.

FluMist at Home is Live

AstraZeneca's FluMist is now officially available for home delivery in 34 states. FluMist is approved
for self administration for all adults aged 18-49 years and for administration by an adult or guardian
for children aged 2-17 years. Individuals over 18 years old can visit www.FluMist.com to learn more
and to place an order. All orders will be reviewed by a clinician to confirm eligibility. Once eligibility
is confirmed and insurance is verified, FluMist will be delivered. FluMist is also available at
pharmacies and doctors' offices for administration by a professional. Find more information here.

Promote Flu Vaccines

ICAAP’s Flu Vaccination Toolkit provides resources for
patients and clinics, including the most up-to-date

clinical guidance, strategies for increasing flu vaccine
uptake in your practice, and social media images with Ton don't-Kave 4o let esfhu

. . take over your household!
prepared captions. Download the toolkit here. Gt youand your hidren the fh vaccineto sve

rustration and worry this sexsen,
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https://www.flumist.com/
https://www.flumisthcp.com/
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/CDPH-IDPH-Resp-Virus-Webinar.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/TzfOKH3Eug_yj_feWacf89_5WmqdIJ8aoqTgoXt28Rppm0pCLeZp4Y1_QQhuTn6OcuF6SBEFxlxDPcDq.lGuSseAG8d1eH-qC?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=my_recording&continueMode=true&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2F2PS36vvWcBSawS35swe0oa25GpKvyVdz3qiqeJWycjonnN_QddvJDJ08HNT0feMV.pEdrw8n_TcGL0XwH
https://publications.aap.org/redbook/resources/25379
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/32817/Sobi-discontinues-RSV-injection-Synagis?searchresult=1?autologincheck=redirected
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/32817/Sobi-discontinues-RSV-injection-Synagis?searchresult=1?autologincheck=redirected
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Flu-Campaign-2024.zip

Resources, Alerts, & Upcoming Events

Resources

. The AAP published a Recommended Immunization Schedule for Children and Adolescents in
the AAP's Red Book Online on August 19. The AAP has a long tradition of creating
evidence-based immunization recommendations, and currently, it does not endorse the CDC
schedules. As stated by the AAP, the biggest difference between the AAP and CDC
schedules is the recommendation around COVID-19 vaccination.

. The Vaccine Integrity Project, a group of experts in epidemiology, infectious diseases, and
public health, met on August 19 to review recently published publicly available data and
evaluate the effectiveness and safety of COVID-19 and RSV immunizations in pregnant,
pediatric, and immunocompromised populations. View the meeting recording here.

. The AAP has developed a “flash card” series that depicts some of the most serious vaccine-
preventable diseases to aid in recognition, treatment, and understanding of potential
outcomes, especially for clinicians who may not have encountered these vaccine-
preventable diseases and may not recognize them.

Alerts

Ay The FDA suspended the license for the live chikungunya vaccine IXCHIQ due to
~ safety concerns. Vimkunya, a virus-like particle chikungunya vaccine, remains
FDA licensed and ACIP recommended. Read the full announcement on this IDPH
SIREN for more information.

N

Upcoming Webinars

. September 11, 1PM: CDC COCA Call on Measles Cases and
Outbreaks in the United States

. September 24, 12PM: ICAAP webinar - Preparing for
Respiratory Virus Season

. November 19, 12PM: ICAAP webinar - Managing and
Preparing for Outbreaks

@ Scan Here

Upcoming In-Person Events _ Registerat

illinoisaap.org/events
Octobe.r 15-16: ICAAP Annual or scan the QR code
Education Conference
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https://illinoisaap.org/upcoming-events/
https://www.cdc.gov/coca/hcp/trainings/clinician_update_measles_cases_in_us.html?ACSTrackingID=DM149756&ACSTrackingLabel=Copy%20of%20CDC%20COCA%20Call%3A%20Thursday%2C%20September%2011%20-%20Clinician%20Update%20on%20Measles%20Cases%20and%20Outbreaks%20in%20the%20United%20States%20&deliveryName=DM149756
https://www.cdc.gov/coca/hcp/trainings/clinician_update_measles_cases_in_us.html?ACSTrackingID=DM149756&ACSTrackingLabel=Copy%20of%20CDC%20COCA%20Call%3A%20Thursday%2C%20September%2011%20-%20Clinician%20Update%20on%20Measles%20Cases%20and%20Outbreaks%20in%20the%20United%20States%20&deliveryName=DM149756
https://illinoisaap.app.neoncrm.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=illinoisaap&%7b%7bemailTrackingId%7d%7d&%7b%7bsecureId%7d%7d&linkId=220694&targetUrl=https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf?_gl=1*3gexju*_ga*MjA5Nzg0NDA3NC4xNzU0OTE3MDE1*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NTU2MTA3MjIkbzkkZzEkdDE3NTU2MTA3MzIkajUwJGwwJGgw
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/vaccine-integrity-project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSuvGlxqrpg
https://publications.aap.org/pediatricsinreview/article/46/9/467/203296/Recognizing-a-Few-of-the-Vaccine-Preventable?autologincheck=redirected
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/20250902_IXCHIQ_Chikungunya_Vaccine_Licensure_Suspended.pdf
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/20250902_IXCHIQ_Chikungunya_Vaccine_Licensure_Suspended.pdf
https://illinoisaap.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/20250902_IXCHIQ_Chikungunya_Vaccine_Licensure_Suspended.pdf

